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Students Protest Admissions’

ISOBEL MOILES

STAFF WRITER

Senior Sulochana Dissanayake was
recently awarded the prestigious Wat¬
son Fellowship to spend six months
each in South Africa and Indonesia
studying contemporary theater. Her
project draws on a lifelong passion for
theater and a desire to breathe fresh life
into a struggling theater scene in her
native Sri Lanka.
In South Africa, Dissanayake’s time
will be divided between Grahamstown
and Cape Town, where she will observe
the creative process behind the produc¬
tion of socially relevant theater. She is
excited to be in the region during the
second largest arts festival in the world,
which will take place in Grahamstown
in July.
In Indonesia, Dissanayake will study
under contemporary artists through an
apprenticeship to explore the rich his¬
tory of traditional theater, including
wooden and shadow puppets and how
these old forms have been integrated
with present-day forms.
Dissanayake’s plan is to establish
her own local English theater company
that integrates “a rich traditional per¬
formance culture with contemporary
works.”
“I ultimately want to realize theater
as a voice, rather than merely a form of
entertainment,” says Dissanayake.
Though Sri Lanka’s geography,
political conditions, and post-colonial
status mirror those in South Africa and
Indonesia, the country has not had the
same success in establishing a thriving
theater business. Dissanayake’s degree
See WATSON, page 8

SIMONE PATHE

With at least 10 religious organi¬
zations on campus, the religious scene
at Bates is diverse, in part because it
is a nonsectarian school. Spirituality at
Bates transcends religion, residing not
in the practice of one or even several
dominant faiths but in the community.
The activity levels of some of the
religious clubs vary, but the following
organizations are usually permanent
fixtures at Bates: Baha’i Association,
Catholic Student Community, Christian
Fellowship, Christian Science Organiza¬
tion, Dharma Society, Hillel, Mushahada
Association, Secular Student Alliance
and Unitarian Universalist Association.
Student religious groups have a
chance to interact and learn from each
other at the Multifaith banquet, which
includes representatives of all faiths
who tell stories and offer blessings.
Dialogue among groups is limited,
but in the past there have been periods
of tension between Hillel and Students
for Peace and Justice in Palestine and
Mushahada that Multifaith Chaplain Bill
Blaine-Wallace helped negotiate.

Art-In
Shows Need
for Creative
Space on
Campus
JESSIE SAWYER

MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

'nfHBr'1

rv"

~ai§S£3i»s>i^

of the amount of pain and struggle that
students bear on a day to day basis that
doesn’t get communicated,” he said.
Both chaplains respect the counsel¬
ing that the health center provides, but
they focus on conversation rather than
counseling. Because some students fear
being associated with an illness or pa¬
thology, the Chaplaincy prefers to “work
hand in hand and know that sometimes
a struggle is just a struggle,” explained
Blaine-Wallace.
The PostSecret project and Frank
Warren’s talk were devised with the
same intention of Opening up some
of these struggles. Responses to the
event have been mixed, ranging from
“vulgar” and “too much information” to
a sense of relief that certain issues had
been exposed.
Blaine-Wallace and Wright-Timko
made a deliberate decision not to edit
the cards displayed in the fireplace
lounge because “it was such a slip¬
pery slope.” Many people supported
the cards, but some felt uncomfort¬
able when Warren took secrets from
the audience.

Dancers practicing on a squash
court. Artists struggling to find a
place to display their artwork. Mu¬
sicians having trouble finding prac¬
tice space and booking performance
venues. These are all common occur¬
rences on campus.
The arts at Bates are growing; how¬
ever, it is a concern of many student
artists and staff members that there cur¬
rently is not enough physical space on
campus to house the creative visions of
the student artists, actors, dancers, mu¬
sicians and writers.
In an attempt to raise awareness for
the arts, students from different clubs
rallied to take the arts initiative even
further by holding an Art-In at Chase
Hall last Thursday evening.
The Art-In, a play on a sit-in, dis¬
played a broad array of artistic talents
in Old Commons. Paintings and pho¬
tographs adorned the walls. A studentmade movie played on the projector.
Some artists worked on making ce¬
ramics and paintings as passersby ob¬
served. Musicians and dancers from
various clubs performed. Some dancers
painted their feet and danced across a
canvas. A soap box and a microphone
were planted in the center of the room
for announcements and for students to
speak their mind and read creative writ¬
ing pieces. The Strange Bedfellows ran
a comedy workshop.
Students also had the chance to
participate in making art, painting each
other’s faces and adding to the collec¬
tive paintings, drawings and poems
hung on the walls.
Seniors Grif Peterson and Jake Lew¬
is organized the event with hopes that
the Art-In would further foster adminis¬
trative support of the arts at Bates, and
they proposed that Chase Hall serve as
a future home for the arts and as standin student center until one is built.
“One of the largest concerns [the
discussion about arts on campus] raised
was a complete lack of space for art¬
ists of any discipline, mainly for nondepartmental artists, but for students in
departments as well. I know that many
facilities are simply unavailable unless
you are in a class that allows you to use
them, such as studios for visual artists,”
Lewis wrote in an e-mail. “I personally
am an actor and a dancer and I have
held scene rehearsals in the bathrooms
of Pettigrew and rehearsed my dance
piece in the squash courts - or had to
cancel rehearsal - on a number of occa¬
sions due to the lack of space.”
Two years ago, student bands strug¬
gled to find practice space after they
were told they could not practice in
Olin. Peterson formed the Bates Musi¬
cians Alliance and fought for rehearsal

See CHAPLAINS, page 8

See FAIR, page 6
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Challenging the administration to admit Somali women, protesters hold signs outside of Admissions last Thursday.
SAM NAGOURNEY

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

A group of faculty, students and
staff assembled in front of the Admis¬
sions Office last Thursday to protest the
rejection of the applications of three
female Somali refugees who had over¬
come tough obstacles - including beat¬
ings - in an attempt to enter an Ameri¬
can university.
Participants gathered signatures for
a petition and wrote personal letters
while engaging in a dialogue challeng¬
ing Admissions’ criteria for judging ap¬
plicants, and why these specific appli¬
cants had been rejected. The organizers
of the protest, Patti Buck - an assistant
professor of education - and Winnie

Kiunga - an education learning associ¬
ate - said they were using the protest to
press for a campus-wide conversation
about how non-traditional applicants,
like these refugees, should be judged.
“It’s our position that these appli¬
cants have actually achieved more than
your average student that applies to a
place like Bates, but that the ways in
which we gauge achievement tradition¬
ally, that work for traditional students,
just don’t work in this case....[Admis¬
sions doesn’t] take into consideration
the structural and cultural barriers that
the young women face,” Buck said.
While Admissions is legally bound
from discussing specific applications,
officials there have suggested that the
women were rejected when judged
against a more competitive pool of in¬

ternational applicants and because of
doubts over whether the students could
handle the academic environment.
“I think it’s not going to be possible
to be specific,” Wylie Mitchell, Dean of
Admissions, said. “...And yet thinking
about the general attributes, the volume
of applications, the limited number of
places, we would describe the competi¬
tion for an offer of admission [as] really
strong this year, really competitive. And
I think people gained a little insight that
it wasn’t only about numbers. At the
end of the day, there was an excess of
4500 applicants vying for those remain¬
ing 225 places in the class.”
As part of the protest, the applicants
made their applications available and
See PROTEST, page 7

Multifaith Partnering Reflects A Diverse Religious Scene at Bates
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Voice of
Bates College
Since 1873.

Beyond student religious groups,
the Multifaith Chaplaincy, consisting
of Blaine-Wallace and Assistant Chap¬
lain Emily Wright-Timko, is an inte¬
gral part of the spiritual community at
the College.
Both chaplains sat down in their
headquarters above the Harward Cen¬
ter to discuss the diversity of religious
expression at the College and what
they, as chaplains and as members of
the community, provide.
With a blackboard covering one
entire wall, posters designed by BlaineWallace’s wife advertising past events
displayed on the other walls and a
photo of one of Blaine-Wallace’s old
dogs - a beagle - taped to the window,
the room is as diverse and inviting as
the spiritual community Blaine-Wallace
and Wright-Timko seek to create. Each
chaplain’s words bounced off the oth¬
er’s, effortlessly strengthening a point
or transitioning to another.
Blaine-Wallace, who has been at
Bates for almost three years, called the
multifaith environment at Bates trans¬
religious in that it provides “a commu¬
nity for the community,” rather than any

specific religious service. Wright-Timko
added that even among students who
don’t consider themselves traditionally
religious, there is a “longing for genuine
connection.”
Every other Thursday, the Chaplain
hosts multifaith dinners at his house,
where people of all religious back¬
grounds congregate around good food
and conversation and where specific
religions are rarely mentioned.
At the last multifaith evening, ev¬
eryone shared something good that
had happened to them that day and
something hard that they were endur¬
ing, leaving a “resonance of shared
sorrow that is very healing,” BlaineWallace said.
Wright-Timko leads mindfulness
sessions, forms of which are derived
from Buddhist, Christian and secular
traditions, but all of which are about
living in the present moment. Calling
it “the opposite of autopilot,” WrightTimko explained that studies show that
mindfulness helps reduce stress and
fight depression and anxiety.
Similarly, Blaine-Wallace leads a
grief group. “We are continually aware
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Students paint their artistic visions for the college in the Color the Campus mural, one of the many community-driven projects
at the Art-In last Thursday.
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FORUM
States Make Good Choice
in Drug Considerations
ROMINA I STRATI I
STAFF WRITER

It is human na¬
ture to crave the pro¬
hibited, When our
parents refuse to let
us drive a motorcycle, we desire it
more. When we are denied access
to a club, we desire to enter the
prohibited world inside. When we
are restricted from marijuana con¬
sumption, we hasten to consume
it. In other words, what we cannot
have, we try to acquire. It seems that
eventually legislators realized this
and decided to give drugs a break
and try the alternative.
Last month, California Assem¬
blyman Tom Ammiano introduced
the first marijuana legalization bill
in state history. Now, on the other
side of the country, Massachusetts
lawmakers are joining the action.
Massachusetts representative Barney
Frank (D-Newton) is introducing a
bill to decriminalize small amounts
of marijuana on the federal level.
Frank said Tuesday he will intro¬
duce two bills, one that would de¬
criminalize possession of less than
100 grams “or 3-5 ounces” of mari¬
juana and another that would grant
protection to states that decide to al¬
low medicinal use of marijuana.
“The public is now ready for this,”
said Frank. “I have long thought it
was foolish to have these laws on the
books, but now as I look at the public
opinion, it’s clear that this is wanted.”
Frank said that although he does
not support marijuana use, he be¬
lieves that adults should be able
to consume small amounts without
facing criminal penalties. He said
prosecution of marijuana charges
costs federal law enforcement agen¬
cies time and resources. Frank, who
claimed to have no experience with
marijuana, added, “I think marijuana

is less harmful than alcohol.”
Frank’s bill is expected to bring
substantial results and help the U.S.
economy during the current hard
times. According to Bill Downing,
President of the Massachusetts Can¬
nabis Reform Coalition, “Almost
half of the [U.S.] population lives
in states that have done this sort of
thing. Those states saved millions
of dollars in law enforcement and
marijuana usage rates did not go up
as a result.”
Whatever the reasons that impel
legislators to introduce these new
measures, they have a promising out¬
come, not only for the economy but
also for U.S. citizens and their health.
Humans have been complaining
about drugs for decades. Arguments
like the following by Dr. Robert L.
DuPont, president of the Institute
of Behavior and Health, have sur¬
faced myriad times: “Legalization of
marijuana would solve the marijuana
problem the way legalizing speeding
would solve the speeding problem:
it would remove the legal inhibition
of a dangerous behavior and there¬
by encourage the behavior.” Fear of
more consumption, therefore, was a
basic reason for opposing legaliza¬
tion of marijuana.
People have also been extremely
disapproving of drug legalization
because marijuana and equivalent
drugs were said to intoxicate people
and injure health, or even jeopardize
the well-being of the people around
those who consume them. Marijuana
was said to increase risk for schizo¬
phrenia, depression, cognitive defi¬
cits and respiratory problems and
provided significantly higher risk
for developing dependency on other
drugs, such as cocaine and heroin.
Finally, opposition against marijuana
grew because people were afraid of
the rise of delinquency that its conSee MARIJUANA, page 4

Correction: In the March 24 article, “WRBC Takeover of CHC
Falls Short,” it was reported that Rob Friedlander ’10 has been
working to set up a community music festival at Bates. Rob Fried¬
man ’ll, not Friedlander, has been helping with the festival.
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A Final Word on Last Fall s Budget:
Dear Editor,
When it comes to last fall’s budget
allocation process, it is time to move on;
1 think that is something we all agree on.
In fact, there has since been an entirely
new round of budget allocations that
went smoothly, thanks to the actions of
the student government. While I would
prefer not to rehash the entire budget
process that occurred six months ago, I
feel compelled to reply to the letter to
the editor in last week’s Bates Student
written by Shalini Sharan ’ll and Sartaj
Ahmed Khan Mojlish TO. The letter was
negligently misinformed (or unconscio¬
nably misleading), specifically because it
insinuated that both former RA Chair (not

parliamentarian, as the writers claimed)
Matej Kenda and I acted “hypocritically”
in signing on to the letter to the editor
clarifying the details of the budget pro¬
cess in the March 17 issue of The Bates
Student.
While I disagree with the original
piece written by Editor-in-Chief Allie
Goldstein, I respect her earnest opinion
of what went wrong as someone from
outside the budget process looking in.
However, as students directly involved
with last fall’s budget process, the neg¬
ligence (or deception) of Sharan and
Mojlish’s letter is reprehensible. I will not
attempt to reiterate the entirety of the
budget process once again, as I feel the
letter 1 co-authored in the March 17 is¬

sue is both fair and accurate. However,
I would like to address a few of the al¬
legations brought forth by Sharan and
Mojlish.
First, and perhaps most importantly,
Sharan and Mojlish insist that for the trea¬
surer to show up at any meeting of the
BCSG outside the budget prcxress would
be unnecessary and “redundant.” Before
making such a bold claim, perhaps they
should take a look at the Constitution and
Bylaws of the BCSG, which state that “the
Treasurer Is responsible for updating both
the RA Chair and BCSG President as to
the financial matters of the student gov¬
ernment” (Article II, 2D), “the treasurer is
See FORMER BCSG, page 5

Putting Our Americanized
Lives in Perspective
ANDREW WILCOX
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

Having read a few
of Brendan O’Brien’s
past articles, specifi¬
cally, “Constitutional
Violation: Liberal Statists Undermine
the American Rule of Law,” I thought
about the rest of the world. Doing
this always seems to put things
into perspective for me. Sometimes,
there’s nothing more important than
bringing our own situations into
fuller relief.
O’Brien’s article expressed concern
about American “personal freedoms”
being jeopardized by liberal statist pol¬
icies. I don’t mean to attack O’Brien’s
article, though it provides a perfect
backdrop for my own thoughts.
Just after O’Brien’s article was
printed, I found two consecutive
articles in the NY Times dealing
with China titled “YouTube Blocked
in China, Google Says” and “China
State Newspaper Points to Abuses at
Jails.”
Recently, Dalai Lama supporters
posted a video of Chinese officers
brutally beating Tibetan protesters
and, consequently, the Chinese gov¬
ernment just banned YouTube from
Chinese Internet. Peaceful protesters
were beaten down by the Chinese
government. Access to freedom of
speech through YouTube was taken.
There go freedoms of personal pro¬
tection and speech ...right out the
window. It was that easy.
Right now, brutality in Chinese
prisons, especially from officers, is
so bad that a neutral party is being
considered to regulate the violence,
according to the NY Times. The gov¬
ernment and its institutions are mali¬
ciously corrupt, and no citizen has the
power to do anything about it. And
O’Brien is seriously concerned with
one of the most liberal governments

in the world threatening our personal
freedoms? At least we have a sense of
what personal freedom even means.
I remember finding out in anoth¬
er article, months back, that many
Chinese citizens were automatically
sent to mental institutions and forc¬
ibly given medicine simply because
they were found to have dissented
against the Chinese government (NY
Times). And some Americans com¬
plain that their right to own a gun
is potentially at stake? Maybe we
should instead be thankful that we
have the right to not have govern¬
ment officials pointing guns at our
heads for criticizing them. Right?
Comparatively, I think United States
citizens are in a pretty secure spot
when it comes to personal freedoms.
Sure, we too have our issues, but they
are on a far less excruciating scale.
For example, O’Brien points out
specifics like health insurance: “The
statist proposition is that the govern¬
ment creates national health insur¬
ance to solve the problem they orig¬
inally created. As a result, we lose
our freedom to decide what health
care we receive. A government bu¬
reaucrat will now decide which
insurance everyone will get.” Hon¬
estly, at least the United States has
a health care system. At least health
care is a priority for our leaders.
Now, let’s compare. At least we
have the right not to be raped by
our government officers. If we lived
in the Congo, where both the justice
and military systems are in chaotic
states, it would be quite the oppo¬
site. Congolese government troops
brutally rape a number of women
every single day (NY Times). Who
stops them? No one. Where are the
personal freedoms of those women?
Truly, it’s as if they don’t and never
did exist.
It is clear, then, that our troubles
are nearly incompatible to those of
numerous other nations. Our person¬
al freedoms are far more expansive

and are actually enforced for the most
part. O’Brien sees the breakdown of
our personal freedoms taking place
in the face of our Constitution. His
diagnosis was that, “...either we do
not care about the Constitution, or
we and our chosen politicians know
nothing more of the Constitution
than allows paying lip service to it.”
We have solemnly honored the Con¬
stitution for centuries. I almost find
it laughable to propose we do not
care about it. And when it is inevita¬
bly contradicted, the result is far less
severe than the daily disregard of hu¬
man rights and personal freedoms in
other nations.
It’s also absurd to propose that
our chosen politicians are ignorant
of the Constitution. Our current
president was not only the former
president of the Harvard Law Re¬
view, but he actually taught consti¬
tutional law at the University of Chi¬
cago Law School for 13 years. He’s a
Constitutional encyclopedia.
I understand that feelings are rel¬
ative, and while it is entirely wrong
that such injustices happen in other
places in the world, we still have the
right to worry about our own gov¬
ernment encroaching on our free¬
doms, too. However, 1 worry that
sometimes our Americanized pointof-view leads us to complain about
issues that, when put in perspec¬
tive, should actually make us pretty
thankful for our relatively peaceful
and helpful government. We should
be thankful that when we worry
about personal liberties being taken,
the issue is gun control and not that
we are stripped of our freedom of
speech or sexually violated or indis¬
criminately murdered. Even if our
so-called personal freedoms are in
jeopardy, which is another debate in
and of itself, let’s at least be grateful
for the vast range of freedoms we do
have and the established guarantees
existing to protect them. Others in
the world do not have it so easy.
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American Recovery Act and Obama’s
Budget Will Not Help Our Economy
BRENDAN 0 BRIEN
STAFF WRITER

The American Recovery Act
passed, and President Obama’s new
budget proposal has made it clear
that this president believes in the
power of government spending as a
means of development, despite over¬
whelming evidence to the contrary.
His budget is titled, “A New Era of
Responsibility - Renewing America’s
Promise,” - a rather uncreative name
for a bill of such historic proportions.
Perhaps the administration would
rather downplay its historic levels of
spending. The size and scope of the
spending in the “New Era” leads me
to believe that this new type of re¬
sponsibility is not the type I will teach
my children. Furthermore, the person
who named this bill had a good sense
of irony akin to that of the person
who named the Patriot Act.
What this budget ultimately reveals
is that the Obama administration truly
believes that fighting Bush spending
with Obama spending will somehow
renew America. It would make much
more sense for him to fight Bush

spending with limited spending. So,
in order to believe this, he must first
believe that there is a huge difference
between “good government spend¬
ing” and “bad government spending,”
where, according to his definition,
good government spending is spend¬
ing that “makes sense” to his party.
The end result of either good or bad
spending is a huge deficit. The deficit
after this year of extraordinary spend¬
ing will be $1.75 trillion, a $1.1 trillion
increase from President Bush’s great¬
est deficit in 2004.
There is no doubt that the Bush admin¬
istration pushed for massive government
spending. Someone must tell President
Obama that President Bush and the Re¬
publican Congress’ biggest mistake from
2001 to 2006 was huge deficit spending.
He must know that what the Republican
Congress - and a reluctant Clinton - did
right in 1994 was to reduce spending, tax¬
es and to reform government programs
without increasing spending. Those were
the policies that allowed and prolonged
an economic boom. Why must we now
continue to pursue failed policies?
Government spending has never
worked, nor ever will work, as a means
of building a great society. Such stimu¬

lus has been tried several times: the
U.S. in the 1930s and WW1I, Japan in
the 1990s and France in the l680s (un¬
der Jean-Baptiste Colbert). Not only
did those economies not recover, but
their recessions actually lasted longer
than any other cyclical recessions that
occurred without economic stimulus
and government intervention.
This budget, that President Obama
will likely pass, is as big a mistake as
President Clinton’s health care reform
plan. Now, even such a health care
plan is not out of the question. The
last time such large government plans
were proposed - by Clinton in 1993
- the Republicans went on to win the
majority of the seats in the House and
Senate for the first time since 1954.
The Troubled Asset Relief Pro¬
gram is the only spending that could
actually help our economy. Federal
Reserve Chairman, Ben Bernanke,
has recently admitted that recovery is
inevitable but only if these troubled
assets are dealt with. Any programs
that pursue goals beyond the Trou¬
bled Asset Relief Program will even¬
tually cause the American people to
ask Obama to “laissez-nous faire,” as
the French once asked Colbert.
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Take Back the Tap: A Series of Opinions
From the President Letter to the Editor:
of Summit Spring: Petrick’s Article
Fails to Persuade
mented that thousands of people have
been sickened and even killed by mis¬
takes in municipal water treatment. It is
equally well documented that bottled
water has never caused such illnesses.
Why must Bates College spend $50,000
every year to further filter and treat the
tap water to prevent it from ruining the
machines that are used in your food
production? Anyone that has ever tried
to drink tap water from some of the oth¬
er buildings on campus knows exactly
how bad it is.

N. BRYAN PULLEN

PRESIDENT OF SUMMIT SPRING

I feel compelled to respond to the
recent issues raised on campus and
look forward to the April 6th dialogue
with the members of “Take Back the
Tap.” It is a tribute, although not a sur¬
prise, that the student body at Bates is
willing to take such a leadership role in
an issue that affects the entire nation.
We at Summit Spring are very proud of
our relationship with Bates College, and
Christine Schwartz in particular, and ap¬
plaud your ranking in the use of sus¬
tainable and local products.
Although the spirit of activism is
admirable, the “scorched earth” tactics
of the “Take Back the Tap” group raise
alarming questions about its motiva¬
tion. I am flattered by the most recent
“Take Back the Tap” article as it relates
to the worthiness of Summit Spring in
a cluttered field of imposters, but I am
still deeply troubled by the misinfor¬
mation they spread about our industry
in general. To advocate a total ban on
the most healthful product available, to
remove consumer choice and to fail to
suggest a commensurate ban on un¬
healthy products like soda and alcohol
is the epitome of hypocrisy.
1 bought this spring four years ago
because I wanted to do something that
could make a difference - to provide
one of the most essential ingredients
for human existence. Summit Spring
Water is some of the purest natural wa¬
ter available anywhere on Earth; it is
a product that could improve people’s
health, and in turn their lives. We went
to extreme lengths to preserve and res¬
urrect the original gravity-fed system in
place hundreds of years ago and bring
back a product celebrated for all of re¬
corded history and without peer.
To suggest that there is no differ¬
ence between Summit Spring water and
tap water defies all logic and credibility.
A simple visit to any municipal water
treatment facility followed by a visit to
Summit Spring would negate the neces¬
sity for any dialogue. The “Take Back
the Tap” website speaks to the dangers
of the chemicals in tap water but still
recommends it with zeal. Why will tap
water kill a fish so quickly? Isn’t that
similar to a canary in a coal mine? Why
is it that the purchase of any fish comes
with a warning about tap water, to let
the water sit for at least 24 hours to “off¬
gas” before placing the fish in it? Does
the “Take Back the Tap” group recom¬
mend letting tap water “off-gas” for 24
hours before we drink it?
Bottled water’s success over the last
several decades is worldwide in magni¬
tude. The United States is only ranked
10th in worldwide per capita consump¬
tion of bottled water. Is the entire world
a victim of clever marketing? I think not.
People have come to drink bottled water
because of its flavor, purity and the rec¬
ognition that it is a much more healthy
alternative to sugary sodas, juices and,
yes, tap water. Drinking tap water that is
required by law to maintain a chemical
disinfectant residual (to protect against
the aging infrastructure) is not high on
most people’s list of desirable beverages.
Not to mention the addition of fluoride,
which by the way, is banned in most of
Europe. (Mass medication of a society
against their will is the reason given.)
There is no denying that tap water
is primarily a “surface water” sourced
product, loaded with chemicals, heavily
treated and pumped through an aging
infrastructure built largely during the
Lincoln administration. It is well docu¬

The container:

That ubiquitous plastic bottle show¬
ing up in landfills everywhere, except
of course the four states that have an
“expanded bottle redemption program.”
That’s right, only four. Maine, Califor¬
nia, Hawaii and most recently Oregon.
Four of the only 11 states that have any
redemption program for any container
whatsoever. A five cent deposit on the
bottle in Maine yields a redemption rate
of 85 percent. In Maine, 85 percent of
the bottles come back to suitable recy¬
cling centers where demand for post¬
consumer PET (the clear plastic) is very
robust, and the bottles can be made
into different products like carpet fi¬
bers, garbage bags and even insulation
for winter jackets. Apply a 10 cent de¬
posit and you magically get an astound¬
ing 97 percent redemption rate. A Na¬
tionwide Bottle Redemption program is
the answer to this problem. Convincing
Washington to institute such a program
should be our first job.
Bottled tap water:

I agree. Don’t drink it. Should you
pay 1000 times more for bottled water
that is nothing more than twice-baked
tap water in a clear bottle? You know the
answer. Read the label, pay attention. I
want you to make the decision and not
some organization that has anointed it¬
self to take away your choices. Seek out
only natural spring waters worthy of
higher prices. Do your homework, look
for the source of the water you’re about
to drink. We have a slogan: “You should
know where your water comes from.”
We mean it. That is why on our web¬
site we show you a video of the actual
spring source.
The environment:

I agree again. Choose natural spring
water sources that are captured at the
source and bottled without harm to the
environment. There is a reason we are
the only bottled water company ever al¬
lowed membership in the Maine Organ¬
ic Farmers and Gardeners Association
(MOFGA). Buy natural spring water that
is near you to limit the carbon footprint
of shipping such a heavy product if at
all possible. Why is Fiji the third most
consumed bottled water in America? It’s
nothing more than artesian well water
in a pretty square bottle shipped half¬
way around the world. Why are Aquafina and Dasani the first and second best
selling waters in America, respectively?
Both of which are nothing more than
bottled tap water.
You can change things. You
can make a difference. Spread the
word. Initiate dialogue and discus¬
sion. Show up on the 6th of April
and ask questions that are impor¬
tant to you. Scrutinize the answers
you hear. Make up your own mind.
This stuff will be important to you,
your family and your children some
day. Water will make a difference in
your life and your health. Make sure
what you choose is the best product
available anywhere. This isn’t a new
Gucci purse or Diesel jeans. It’s 72
percent of that body you live in.
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Who needs to pregame
for a dance where you
can get intoxicated from
chocolate?
Nice to see so much
interest in Bates...until you
realize how many beer cans
and cigarettes are hidden
under the snow.

Broken card reader
at Pgiil

Mud

^

it just sucks...

At least it’s not snow. Am
I right?

Environmentalism
Must Stimulate,
Not Hold Back,
The Economy
BLAISE LUCEY

SAM EVANS-BROWN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

According to Mike Petrick, Bates’
branch of Take Back the Tap threatens
Maine’s economy, and therefore should
not be supported. However, Petrick’s
argument is not very compelling.
The crux of Petrick’s argument
seems to be that a bottled water ban
at Bates would have an impact on
Maine’s economy and that, as good
neighbors, we should support these
industries. Petrick’s language here is
very strong, and he says things like
“thousands of hard-working Main¬
ers are currently employed by water
companies. Those workers depend
on their jobs for their livelihood.”
However, from his own data, Sum¬
mit Spring - the sole bottled water
company with which Bates does busi¬
ness - employs eight workers. I don’t
mean to say that those jobs are un¬
important, or that I don’t believe that
those employees work hard. I just
think we should be precise here if
we’re talking about what’s at stake: it’s
the jobs of eight men and women.
There’s another question that
Petrick doesn’t ask in his argument,
though, which may be more impor¬
tant. The question is should we be
willing to save any job, no matter
what they are doing? This is not a
question that has one answer that
we can apply broadly to any circum¬
stance, but sometimes the answer to
that question is no.
Take as an unrelated example,
gun dealers on the U.S. and Mexico
border. Many of these dealers sustain
their business because guns can be
easily bought and smuggled across
the border, where they are sold
into drug cartels and used to esca¬
late violence. If we were to enforce

tougher inspection rules on vehicles
crossing from North to South, almost
certainly many American jobs would
be lost as smugglers were caught
and business dried up.
1 also feel that we shouldn’t put
down money to protect jobs at bot¬
tled water plants. Bottling and ship¬
ping water is simply inefficient: en¬
ergy is wasted making bottles and
shipping those bottles to us. It cre¬
ates waste in a way that local wa¬
ter systems do not. We live in New
England, one of the most water-rich
regions of the country, if not the
world. Every town in New England
(except seacoast towns, perhaps)
has easy access to clean groundwa¬
ter, and there is no reason that we
should not take advantage of the
water we have.
It’s true that tap water is not as
clean as bottled water in some plac¬
es, but this is indicative of a decaying
and underfunded water infrastruc¬
ture, where there is enormous loss
due to leaking and rusted pipes. This
does not change the fact that refilter¬
ing tap water at the faucet is cheaper
than paying for water to be shipped
from distant, protected sources.
I strongly believe that if we are
going to support anything with our
water dollars, it should be the im¬
provement of public water supply
systems. It is a sad fact that we cur¬
rently pay far less in tax dollars than
it would cost to have a properly
functioning public water infrastruc¬
ture, while we concurrently pay ex¬
orbitant prices for bottled water to
be brought to us. If money spent on
bottled water were reinvested pub¬
licly, we would all have access to
clean, cheap water, instead of hav¬
ing to pay anywhere from $.89 to
$8.26 a gallon for bottled water.

Movement to Ban Bottled
Water Would Have
Ramifications on
Commons
CONOR SULLIVAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Having spoken with Summit
Spring Water’s President, Bryan Pul¬
len, as well as the Director of Bates
Dining Services, Christine Schwartz,
I would like to share with you ev¬
erything that I have learned about
Summit Spring Water’s bottled wa¬
ter and its relationship with Bates.
Bates purchases the majority of its
bottled water from Summit Spring, a
privately owned bottled water com¬
pany located in the pristine woods
of Maine, roughly 40 miles from
campus. Summit Springs epitomizes
the type of local provider that Bates
Dining Services seeks to keep in
business. The only water bottling
company that has ever been allowed
membership in the widely respected
Maine Organic Farmers and Garden¬
ers Association, Summit Spring col¬
lects its water from a natural spring
that bubbles from the earth’s surface
at 750 feet above sea-level.
The small Summit Spring busi¬
ness has witnessed this natural and
rare phenomenon everyday since the
1800s, during which Summit Spring
Water earned its national reputation
for naturally drawing water that was
a “healing tonic.” In fact, in 1888, a
hotel was erected next to the bub¬
bling springs; the 55-room, four-sto¬
ry hotel received a large influx of
tourists from Boston and New York
who wanted to “take the waters.” In
1936, Summit Spring Water built its
beautiful and secluded stone spring
house, located just 50 feet away from
the source. Summit Spring takes only
the natural overflow of water from its
source; the company does not drill
holes or wells, nor does it artificially
draw water from the ground in any
form. Essentially, Summit Spring Wa¬
ter, which has also received Maine’s
highly respectable “Premium Grade”
distinction, provides Bates with wa¬
ter in its purest form.
Drinking water from a plastic
water bottle is virtually harmless for
your health; studies have shown that
plastic is not carcinogenic unless it
is repeatedly heated and cooled at

extreme temperatures. On the other
hand, municipalities’ tap water typi¬
cally contain chlorine, fluoride and
an assortment of contaminants. So,
a byproduct of Bates’ “Take Back
the Tap” mission would entail our
campus drinking potentially hazard¬
ous chlorinated water. Given recent
evidence that correlates chlorinated
water with GastroEsophageal Reflux
Disease, it seems unreasonable that
anyone should be stripped of his or
her choice to drink bottled water.
Additionally, most municipal water
supplies often remove the odors of
chemicals but are unsuccessful in fil¬
tering out dangerous chemicals and
even pharmaceuticals. While these
chemicals will not necessarily poi¬
son us, we should be able to choose
whether or not we want to consume
them. Therefore, the “Take Back the
Tap” mission would deprive Bates
students of Summit Spring Water’s
healthful, healing and 100 percent
natural water.
I learned several interesting facts
about Commons’ operations.
To
begin, the school annually expends
tens of thousands of dollars on
Commons’ equipment maintenance,
which include water filtration sys¬
tems because municipal water would
wreak havoc on the system other¬
wise. In light of this, shouldn’t we
have a choice over whether we want
this water “wreaking havoc” on our
bodies? Well, “Take Back the Tap”
would eliminate this choice on our
campus. While I acknowledge that
“Take Back the Tap” has suggested
students can buy water off campus,
this measure still does not provide
a solution for school-wide dining
events and guest events. Schwartz
also mentioned that all of the water
coolers around campus are under¬
going conversions to Summit Spring
Water, and Bates is simultaneously
trying to increase orders from Sum¬
mit Spring and decrease orders from
elsewhere.
It is important to consider the ram¬
ifications of eliminating bottled water
from campus. Sports teams will have
See SUPPORT SUMMIT, page 4

ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

Our newspapers have
recently been flooded
with economic woes. The
media has realized what
is important to people and they have had a
wonderful time feeding our craving for any
articles with the words “Dow,” “bailout” or
“stimulus package.” Everything else seems
to be missing - foreign policies, our two
wars and that most inconvenient of truths,
climate change.
Environmentalism has always been an
abstract cause to people. Much like binge
drinking, it’s hard to see consequences
beyond the immediate ones. We slowly
poison the earth and sporadically recy¬
cle. We see litter and hear stories about
landfills and droughts and hurricanes, but
these aren’t real events to most of us. Dur¬
ing Hurricane Katrina, it was impossible
for many people to really experience it
through the television.
'This is happening again but with the
economy. We see numbers and percent¬
ages, but many people have a hard time
imagining the faces of those truly effected.
Statistics are hard to humanize. The media
seems more concerned with the general
plight of our country’s wealth than with the
specific plight of people who now live in
tents and aluminum shacks next to high¬
ways. But these abstractions are real things
and real people.
So what happens when forgotten en¬
vironmentalism and the economy collide?
We’ve seen it at Bates. ‘Take Back the Tap,”
by condemning and attempting to ban bot¬
tled water, is directly affecting the jobs of
the people who sell bottled water to Bates.
Bates is a big source of business for Summit
Spring Water and could seriously hurt the
company by banning its product. People
could lose their jobs. And in this economy,
a job is a precious commodity.
These points were already covered in
last week’s Student, so I don’t want to dwell
on them but I do want to translate them. Is it
right that a flare-up of student environmen¬
talism should put people out of work? Our
instinct is to shake our heads. We would
rather suffer the alleged tyranny of bottled
water than endanger the welfare of Sum¬
mit Spring Water’s employees. There is also
the added incentive that, at least in Parker,
we would rather not drink the cloudy, flaky,
opaque or otherwise ominous tap water
provided for us.
With that said, proponents of ‘Take
Back the Tap” are admirable because they
are fighting to make people care about
something that people don’t even want to
think about. If nothing else, the campaign
has already succeeded in making us a little
more conscious of where we put our next
bottle of Summit Spring water.
This is where the question of impart
has to surface. What do we accomplish by
banning bottled water? How many people
frequently drink it? How many of those
people already recycle? And how many of
those people will continue to buy bottled
water from Wal-Mart? ‘Take Back the Tap”
is fighting for an admirable cause that may
have a negligible effect. The people who
would buy bottled water at Milt’s will just
buy some other plastic-bottled drink. Events
that are sponsored by Bates may not have
bottled water but they would still have other
bottled beverages.
Now let’s examine the ban of bottled
water in light of Summit Spring water. Peo¬
ple could lose jobs. They also could adapt.
Think, though: if one person loses their job,
what has this job been lost for? It has been
lost for a very minimal decrease in the bot¬
tled water presence on Bates campus.
We could dramatize the scenario by
imagining that Colby and Bowdoin take up
the same campaign. So the environment
gets healthier. What if the campaign stretch¬
es farther? How many colleges would have
to engage in the campaign to justify the loss
of a job? How many jobs would start be¬
ing lost in bottled water companies? Would
they be forced to adjust to the demands
of the environmentalists? It’s easy to sneer
at ‘Take Back the Tap,” but I’m sure those
sneers would disappear if the campaign ac¬
tually accomplishes its goal, and that goal
becomes the inspiration for other colleges.
Much of that scenario is obviously far¬
fetched. The fart is that environmentalism
can’t be the bane of the economy, it has
to be the stimulus. The two must be inter¬
twined for people to care about the more
abstract of the two. Otherwise, as we’ve
seen at Bates, many of us will immediately
start to cheer for the human side of the con¬
flict. Our government knows this. Our alter¬
native energy programs have to create jobs,
not destroy them, in order to be popular.
Then again, they also have to push past the
larger Summit Spring Waters of the world,
the oil companies, to succeed. Where do
_wej>ofromhere^^^_^^^^__^__
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Marij uana
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The government tried to dis¬
suade people from consuming
marijuana through prohibition. This
however didn’t work. Over 70 years
of government prohibition has done
little to achieve the long-stated
public goals of increasing youth
perception of harm from marijuana
use, reducing youth access to un¬
taxed and unregulated marijuana,
increasing treatment for marijuana
abuse and decreasing marijuanarelated emergency room visits and
incarcerating users and dealers. In
2003, the Office of Management
and Budget presented the Drug
Enforcement Administration with a
zero rating on a 100-point scale for
achievement of the bureau’s stated
goals - a dismal grade. Legislators
are now taking the correct steps.
It is now time to employ the al¬
ternatives. Surely, marijuana distri¬
bution should be regulated. But why
bog down the prisons and the legal
system by wasting time with all the
pot smokers in America? People are
quite welcome to destroy their liv¬
ers with alcohol or their lungs with
cigarettes. Why maintain the stigma
surrounding marijuana? The more
quickly we stop treating marijuana
as a problem, the more quickly it
will cease to be a problem. It is not
1950 anymore. It is silly to keep
carrying on this way. Let’s get pro¬
gressive.

sumption could cause.
These arguments, however, hold
little truth. More and more scientists
now agree that alcohol is more dan¬
gerous than light drugs like marijuana
and that consumption of small quan¬
tities of the particular drug causes
no permanent injuries to peoples’
health.
As for the argument that legal¬
ization would increase consump¬
tion, it is a hollow one. Legaliza¬
tion of marijuana would put an end
to its prohibition, and young peo¬
ple would thus feel less thrilled to
consume the particular substance.
There would now be no laws to
break. There would be no prohi¬
bition to excite people’s feeling of
transgression.
There would be just marijuana, a
substance that many would get tired
of very quickly if it were no longer
illegal. Finally, a reply to the rise of
criminality that many think marijua¬
na causes would be that, nowadays,
crime and social problems associ¬
ated with marijuana are quite low
when compared to those associated
with crystal meth, heroin, cocaine
and other “hard” drugs. Marijuana
isn’t something that has the same ef¬
fect on everyone, and it is thus un¬
reasonable to argue that it creates
criminal personalities.

2
The number of atom bomb attacks survived by 93-yearold Tsutomu Yamaguchi. He first visited Hiroshima on the
day of the bombing, August 6th, 1945 for a business trip
and returned to Nagaski in time for the second bombing on
August 9th.

26,000,000
The amount, in dollars, won by an immigrant of El Salvador
from a lottery ticket after he ignored his friends’ advice not
to buy one on Friday the 13th.
10
The age of a crossing guard at an Ohio elementary school
that saved the life of a kindergartener by grabbing him right
before the child stepped into the path of an oncoming pick¬
up truck.

756
The number of people waiting in line to use a toilet in
Brussels, setting a world record with an attempt to raise
awareness for “World Water Day.”

3
The number of people attacked by a rabid bobcat in an
Arizona bar. Great day to be a bobcat. Not so great to be a
human.

27
The number of years a man spent in jail for a murder he
didn’t commit. The day he was finally allowed to walk free,
he was hit by a taxi.

9
The number of months a highland cow spent on the run. The
cow escaped as she was being unloaded for a slaughterhouse,
trekking sixty miles from home and eating only at night.
She has since been captured and sent to the Hillside Animal
Sanctuary.

15
The number of people killed due to “Earth Hour.” The
patients at a hospital were all on life support and, to celebrate
Earth Hour, the hospital turned off its electricity for sixty
minutes.

40
The number of feet a toddler fell from a third story apartment
window. The toddler was caught by two men who noticed
some toys falling from the window.
2
The number of times a man fired his shotgun at a McDonald’s
drive-through because he could only order from the breakfast
menu.

1923
The year of a Ford car that a man was driving when ticketed
for speeding. He didn’t know that he was speeding because
the car has no speedometer.
■f

source: fark.com

Support Summit Spring
Local Bottled Water
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

to fend for themselves when it comes
to hydration, both at home and away
games. At Commencement, students
and family members will have to ei¬
ther provide water for themselves or
depend on a water hose for refresh¬
ment...disgusting. College guests and
lecturers will not have bottled water
for lectures and events since Bates’
“Take Back the Tap” believes that our
trustees and assorted guests will prefer
chlorine water to natural spring water.
Large campus events, such as alumni
events, will not provide bottled water.
Students will have to drink soda and
juice (bottled, ironically, in plastic)
at the library quad barbeques, even
though members of “Take Back the
Tap” have desperately tried to reassure
me that Commons employees will will¬
ingly run back and forth across cam¬
pus to fetch us pitchers of water.
However, “Take Back the Tap’”s
pitcher theory is unfounded because
Christine Schwartz pointed out that
Bates has not formulated a viable
alternative to the current system of
serving Summit Spring bottled water
at events. Not to mention, a small
company located 40 miles down the
road will see its honest and do-good
business decline significant!

If it achieves its goal, “Take Back
the Tap” will hurt Maine’s revered
and respected Summit Spring. So,
when students cannot buy Maine’s
purest water, they’ll instead go to our
Coca-Cola machines to buy Dasani
water, which is essentially tap water
that has been shipped hundreds of
miles to campus. Bates’ “Take Back
the Tap’”s concern with Summit
Spring’s bottled water cannot truly
be about the company’s carbon foot¬
print; there is hardly any transpor¬
tation emissions involved since the
company is located 40 miles away
from the Bates campus. If this were
actually “Take Back the Tap’”s real
concern, the group would do some¬
thing such as the following: instead
of banishing all bottled water from
campus, they might have encouraged
students to consider the environmen¬
tal consequences of excessive bottle
consumption. “Take Back the Tap’”s
mission is a bit extreme.
Possibly the most important com¬
mon-sense point is that the choice to
drink bottled water on campus is a
personal one. Nobody should have the
power to force us to drink solely soda
and juice at the quad barbeques, or
more unbelievably, water from a hose.
This argument was also the bottom
line with Schwartz. Nobody should

have the right to force what we con¬
sume on campus and our behavior as
consumers. This especially includes
“Take Back the Tap” and its miscon¬
ception of bottled water at Bates.
As solace, though, we are an institu¬
tion of pragmatists and realists and we
will not let unreasonable impositions
come to fruition. What type of institu¬
tion blindly lumps all types of bottled
water into the same category without
separately analyzing each unique com¬
pany, such as Summit Spring? What
type of institution deprives students
of a healthy beverage only to replace
it with something that is high in fruc¬
tose and carbohydrates? We will not let
Bates be “that type” of institution. So,
what should we do? Let’s vow to do
what is possible and fair to all of us:
recycle, conserve energy use, reduce
wasted food and refrain from littering.
I hope you all try Summit Spring
Water. It tastes great, doesn’t con¬
tain the disgusting toxins that tap
does and is from a local provider.
If you don’t believe me, then I in¬
vite you to visit the company’s web¬
site (www.summitsprings.com) and
watch their impressive spring video,
or rent a zip-car and take a ride over
to Summit Spring’s facilities. Mr. Pul¬
len would be glad to speak with you.
I think you’ll be very impressed.
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Admissions’ Rejection of Somali Refugees Causes Stir
Actions Speak
Louder Than Words
CHLOE VINER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Who would guess that after over¬
coming persecution, physical abuse,
neglect and malnourishment, the
only obstacle three women could not
overcome was Bates Admissions. Binto Abdi Aden, Fatumo Aboi Mohamed
and Ilhan Farah are three strong, mo¬
tivated and intelligent young women
from a Somali refugee camp. These
brave women overcame a multitude
of hardships that are born from war
and forced migration including be¬
ing victims of gender abuse and suf¬
fering from post war trauma. They
were willing to face ostracization
and abuse to pursue an education,
one of the girls even completed her
Bates application in a hospital bed
after being brutally attacked because
of her educational pursuits.
Bates’ webpage introduces Bates
by stating, “Bates was founded in
1855 by Maine abolitionists, and
Bates graduates have always includ¬
ed men and women from diverse
racial, ethnic and religious back¬
grounds.” Current actions made by
the Bates Admissions office do not
seem to coincide with the beliefs
the school was built upon, admitting
more than half its students from the
New England area and being highly
unaccepting of people with drasti¬
cally different backgrounds.
While these girls may not be cook¬
ie-cutter foreign student applicants,
they represent a unique perspective
that Bates desperately needs. In the
past, Bates has been more than willing
to break out of the mold, being one
of the first schools to make SAT scores
optional. Bates is a school founded on
the belief in individuality and under¬
standing of cultural, sexual and racial
differences. We offer a broad range of
courses on African-American studies
and anthropology, yet when it comes
to the school’s own policies, we are
unwilling to act in accordance with
such beliefs.
Winnie Kiunga, an associate for

the education department, has been
at the forefront of the effort to get
these three women a Bates educa¬
tion. She explains how we need to
“advocate support for the girls and
to urge Bates to reexamine the crite¬
ria for which they measure achieve¬
ment for non-traditional students,
like victims of forced migration.”
Ms. Kiunga, who taught the girls
advanced English in Somalia and is
familiar with Bates’ academic stan¬
dards and level of commitment, is
certain that these women are capa¬
ble of handling a Bates curriculum.
Bates’ first rejection letter to the
girls indicated that they could not
accept them because of a lack of fi¬
nancial funds to support the wom¬
en’s tuition. In response, several
people came forward and offered
funds for the women to attend.
Bates responded with another re¬
jection, stating that the girls could not
compete with other international stu¬
dents. These women were not only at
the top of their class after 12 years of
schooling but represent the 35 females
out of 336 students who graduated high
school from Somali refugee camps.
These girls have a unique life ex¬
perience to offer as well as a broad,
cultural perspective. Perhaps these
are standards that Bates Admissions
should begin to use. Bates Admis¬
sions acknowledges that standard¬
ized tests cannot possibly capture
a student’s potential. People at the
discussion in Chase Hall voiced their
feelings that the problem lies in the
inability of the Bates evaluation pro¬
cess to measure many diverse forms
of achievement. Perhaps it is time
that Bates Admissions also realizes
it is unfair to maintain the same
standard of evaluation for applicants
facing unimaginable cultural and
social barriers. Going to school in
refugee camps was the most difficult
part of these three young women’s
lives; let us recognize their struggle
and grant these outstanding young
women the opportunity they have
so justly earned.

Former BCSG President
Touches on Last Fall’s Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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required to attend all meetings of the Rep¬
resentative Assembly” (Article n, 2) and “the
treasurer is responsible for reporting on the
financial status of the student government
as requested by the RA” (Article n, 9).
These stipulations are very clear, and
if the treasurer felt uncomfortable fulfill¬
ing them, he should not have accepted
the position.
Furthermore, Sharan and Mojlish
make the baseless claim that the treasurer
was merely following in the footsteps of
“all” past treasurers of the student govern¬
ment in his absence from RA meetings.
This is utterly false. It seems naive for
two members of the Budget Committee
to make such sweeping generalizations on
how past treasurers have fulfilled their du¬
ties in the years before Ms. Sharan and Mr.
Mojlish were even Bates students. While
the treasurer’s immediate predecessor
(Max Patinkin ’08) did not have the best
record of attendance at RA meetings, he
did show up to many more meetings than
Suhail, who attended only one. Treasurers
preceding Mr. Patinkin attended weekly
meetings and gave their required weekly
reports. (I commend the current treasurer,
David Baily ’ll, for returning to this tra¬
dition.) To return to the question posed
by Sharan and Mojlish: “Why should the
previous treasurer and budget committee
be treated any differently?,” they should
not and they were not. Their dereliction
of duty was justifiably pointed out in the
March 17 letter in The Bates Student.
Second, the writers of last week’s letter
claim that the budget was six weeks late
because the treasurer and Budget Commit¬
tee were waiting on a potential increase to
the budget of the Student Activities Fund.
While pushing for this increase is com¬
mendable, could the budget not have been
done before a decision had been made by
the administration to increase the level of
funding to the BCSG? Of course it could
have, and this is no excuse for the extreme
negligence in crafting such an overdue
budget. Any additional funds granted to
the student government easily could have
been placed in the Co-Sponsorship Fund
to be utilized by any club.
Third, Sharan and Mjolish claim that,
“When it came down to voting to pass
the budget, the majority of the RA mem¬
bers actually voted for the budget.” Wrong
again. A majority of the RA never voted to
pass the proposed budget.
Fourth, Sharan and Mojlish claim that

“all clubs” except the Democrats and Re¬
publicans were perfectly happy with the
budgets allocated by the Budget Com¬
mittee. If that were the case, why did the
BCSG receive grievances from dozens of
clubs unhappy with their funding, and
why were most of the clubs eventually
granted more money through the “Blue
Ribbon Committee’s” grievance process
than the Democrats and Republicans re¬
ceived from the RA?
Fifth, Sharan and Mojlish claim to
have known the occurrences of a BCSG
officers’ meeting at which they were not
in attendance. Unfortunately, they seem
to be misinformed. While RA Chair, Matej
Kenda ’09, and I agreed to relay the trea¬
surer’s proposed resolution to the RA on
behalf of him (since the treasurer once
again decided that attending the RA meet¬
ing in person was unimportant), I made
it explicitly clear in the RA meeting that I
opposed the treasurer’s proposed solution
and had lost complete faith in the current
budget process’ ability to move forward.
Rather than going through the arduous
and undignified task of impeaching the
treasurer, the RA decided to establish the
Blue Ribbon Committee.
Finally, I want to make it clear that my
contention with last fall’s budget process
did not lie with the treasurer’s “diligence,
honesty and sincerity” in the budget pro¬
cess., but simply with the failure to initiate
the process at all. While I understand the
criticisms of others in calling into question
the allocation of specific club budgets, my
complaint had nothing to do with how
much money any particular club received
but with tire complete disregard for the re¬
sponsibilities the treasurer agreed to fulfill
by accepting that position in November of
2007.
We should not focus on events that took
place half a year ago, but on how the pro¬
cess can be improved for the future. Once
again, I would like to commend the efforts
of the RA members, many of whom were
first-years, to overhaul the budget process
for the 2009-2010 school year. Likewise,
David Baily should be acknowledged for
fulfilling his duties to the position as BCSG
treasure as well as his dedication to running
a timely, honest, open and quality budget
allocation process. It is time to move for¬
ward with issues more important to the stu¬
dent body than an obsolete and outdated
budget allocation process. Let us leave the
pettiness and trivialities behind us.
Paul Suitter ’09
Former BCSG President

Bates Should Admit Such
Deserving Applicants
AFROZ BAIG
STAFF WRITER

This past week
there was a rally in
front of the Bates
Admissions building
to urge Admissions to grant three
Somali women admittance into the
College. Of course, to label them as
women from Somalia would over¬
simplify the entire point of the pro¬
test. They live in the Dadaab Refuge
Camp in Kenya. Their drive to pursue
an education is admirable under the
circumstances they have faced and
still face living everyday in a refugee
camp with limited resources.
I first learned of the project to bring
Somali women living in Dadaab to
Bates last semester when I took an edu¬
cation class with Professor Patti Buck,
who is heading up the effort. This class
was lucky enough to include Winnie Ki¬
unga, who is originally from Kenya and
a former teacher at the Dadaab Refugee
Camp. The insight of both these women
helped me understand the importance
of this project and its implications not
only for the three young Somali women
but for their families and the Bates com¬
munity.
When I chose to go to Bates, I
did so under the impression that
Bates was a progressive institution a place that was willing to do things
that similar institutions wouldn’t. Ac¬
cording to the Bates website, “Bates
was the first coeducational college
in New England, admitting students
without regard to race, religion, na¬
tional origin or sex.”
That being established, it is hard
for me to understand why these
women were all denied admission to
Bates College. They have completed
secondary school under conditions
unimaginable to the average Bates
student. It is not a coincidence that
the group chosen for this project is
all female. These women were se¬
lected not only because they are
high-achieving students, but also be¬
cause they face many structural and
cultural barriers to pursuing their
education due to their gender.
Living in a refuge camp, these
women have to deal with surviving
on small amounts of food. It is admi¬

rable that these young women had
the dedication and the focus to con¬
centrate on their studies despite a
limited food supply. Combined with
the lack of resources for the schools
themselves (some of the classrooms
are constructed from tins), it is mi¬
raculous that these young women
were able to complete their second¬
ary education, much less excel at it.
Bates Admissions prides itself on
looking at the individual character of a
student rather than his or her SAT scores.
I respect this mindset greatly. It is impos¬
sible to gauge the strength of a student
solely from reviewing test scores - there
are other mitigating factors that come
into play. I respect this practice because
it ensures that different types of experi¬
ences, and those without conventional
intelligence, are not lost in the process.
That said, how can these Somali women
be judged on standards set for admission
which simply cannot apply to them?
Bates Admissions officers, being
the progressive and intelligent indi¬
viduals that I recognize them to be,
must have already considered this.
How can young women who were
educated under such dire circum¬
stances be held to the same standards
as someone who was routinely nour¬
ished, had educational resources at
hand and had a stable living condi¬
tion? The argument claiming that these
young women are not qualified for a
Bates education just doesn’t ring true
to me. If they were to be given the re¬
sources that Bates has to offer, such as
a stable food supply and educational
resources (computers, books, etc.), it
is safe to say that their educational
success would improve. Furthermore,
if they are being judged on the basis
of their character, they have a wealth
of information from their experiences
to share in any classroom.
People who are skeptical of the
presence of these young women on
the Bates campus may ask who will
fund their education as a means of
shifting the focus from the real issue
at hand. Every international student
at Bates is eligible for need-based
financial aid. On the Bates web¬
site it states, “Bates is committed to
helping qualified students whose
financial resources are limited.” Fi¬
nances should not be a part of the
discourse. Furthermore, proceeds
from Buck’s newly released book of

memoirs from Lewiston, Maine and
Dadaab go into a fund set up for
these women.
Other critics might say that the
women would not do well socially
in such a radically different environ¬
ment than the one they are used to.
This is a valid point but it disregards
the complexity of thought that has
gone into this project to ensure the
success of these women. They would
have a support network of facul¬
ty, staff and students to help them
make the transition and to ensure
their continued success at Bates,
both socially and academically. Pro¬
grams bringing refugees to western
universities are not new and flour¬
ish in places such as Canada (www.
wuscuvic.com).
I think the fundamental question
to ask is this: if Bates views educa¬
tion as a fundamental right regard¬
less of race, gender and class, are
there restrictions to who qualifies,
in the eyes of Bates, to redeem that
right? If Bates values personal ex¬
periences as well as academic ac¬
complishments, why are the unique
experiences of these young women,
which are inherently tied into their
education, not up to par for Admis¬
sions? What would these courageous
young women do for us, the Bates
students, simply by being here?
I don’t have the answer to these
questions but I can safely say that
these young women would expose us
to a reality most of us are very de¬
tached from. Is the reluctance or criti¬
cism to admitting these young women
based on our own fears of what reali¬
ties they would expose us to? In an
ever-changing global community, it is
safe to say that our education must
reflect what is happening in the world
- otherwise, it is useless. Bates as
an institution, and all those affiliated
with it, have an opportunity to break
new ground by admitting these stu¬
dents and to be present for something
that has never taken place before at
this college. I’m not by any means ad¬
vocating that any of this will be easy
or flawless. I am saying that if Bates
passes up this opportunity now, we
as a college turn our back on the his¬
tory that makes us unique, and in turn
deny three young women the oppor¬
tunity to pursue a well-deserved edu¬
cation.
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Fair Exposes Lack of Student Art Space on Campus
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Grit Peterson ’09 and Jake Lewis ’09 spread the word for the Art-In outside New Commons (top). At the event, student displays
included canvas oil paintings, a pottery wheel demonstration, video clips, a community poem and live music (bottom).

David Lounsbury ’72 Reflects on
Service as A Combat Doctor in Iraq
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

*
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About a month after Dr. David
Lounsbury 72 arrived in Iraq, he realized
he wasn’t serving in the war he thought
he was. Prepared to treat 100,000 gas
victims of the weapons of mass destruc¬
tion, Lounsbury found himself instead
in the 10th Combat Support Hosptal
(CSH) with a line of Iraqi civilians get¬
ting longer and longer outside. Some of
them had war injuries, but others had
malaria or cancer or burns they got at
home. And there were no weapons of
mass destruction to be found.
“We’re in a little CSH and we’ve got
a limited amount of supplies and we’re
waiting for this deluge of American ca¬
sualties and we’re trying to husband
our resources, and there’s an ocean of
civilians out there who are crying out
for care, and we’re trying to decide
what’s the ethics of taking care of these
people,” Lousbury explained.
The 1949 Geneva Accords require
combat doctors to attend to enemy
prisoners of war as well as any civilian
at risk of losing life, limb or eyesight.
Other civilians do not require care, ac¬
cording to international law, and the
U.S. Army expects doctors to harbor
supplies for when combat breaks out
and American soldiers are injured.
The United States is not a signatory
to the 1977 additional protocols to the
Geneva Accords, which would require
an occupying country to assume re¬
sponsibility for the entire medical infra¬
structure of the country they invade.
This left American combat doctors
in Iraq with a couple of options:
One option was to send patients
downtown to the Baghdadi hospital,
Medical City, which Lounsbury de¬
scribed as “abysmal” due to the 12-yearlong embargo of Iraq which left hos¬
pitals without medicine and equipment
and caused most of the top-tier doctors
to flee the country.
Another option, which Lounsbury
embraces, is to treat the patients. “Hip¬
pocrates says you will serve your pa¬
tient. Any patient, all patients who
come to you in need,” he said.
The doctor presented a hypothetical

COURTtSY Oh DAVID LUUNStSUKY

Dr. David Loonsbury ’72 spoke as the 2009 College Key Distinguished Alumni in
Residence on Monday March 23. The Army tried to censor his medical textbook,
“War Surgery in Afghanistan and Iraq: A Series of Cases, 2003-2007.”

ethical dilemma in which a doctor has
21 units of blood that he’s supposed to
save for American combat men while a
line of patients is forming outside. If he
treats the waiting patients, he’ll use up
all the blood on the first 11 people.
Lounsbury’s solution is this: “You do
whatever you can. If it takes all 21 units
of blood you’ve got, it took all 21. That’s
not [the doctor’s] problem. He is a doctor
taking care of that patient and if Uncle
Sam didn’t give him enough material to
take care of the next patient, that’s not
his problem as a doctor. He’s done the
best he can with his resources.”
The Bates grad is adamant that the
U.S. should sign the additional protocols
to the Geneva Accords, which would re¬
move doctors from the impossible moral
quandary created by limited supplies.
“If it’s so bad that we’re going to
invade a nation, then we need to un¬
derstand the obligations that go with it,”
Lounsbury said. “The American people
need to know it’s going to cost them
trillions of dollars, and you’re going to

have to supply all of the medical sup¬
port for the country that you’ve just
decimated and you’ll think two, three
and four times before you launch.”
The doctor noted that providing the
civilian Iraqi population with adequate
medical care would have also been dip¬
lomatically strategic in “winning hearts
and minds,” which was the retrospec¬
tive reason for the war. “We could’ve
done this differently,” he said.
Since Iraq, Lounsbury co-wrote,
with Dr. Shawn Nesson and Dr. Stephen
P. Hertz, the medical textbook “War Sur¬
gery in Afghanistan and Iraq: A Series
of Cases, 2003-2007,” which Lounsbury
called “an atlas for deployed surgeons.”
The Army at first tried to censor
the book from the public, fearing that
some of the photographs of wound pat¬
terns could reveal weaknesses in equip¬
ment, or that some of the more horrific
photographs might heighten anti-war
sentiment. The Army’s surgeon gen¬
eral eventually gave the go-ahead, rec¬
ognizing that the book could serve as
See COMBAT DOCTOR, page 8

space. The bands were temporarily al¬
lowed to practice in Hedge until they
were finally given a home at Chase
Hall. Physical Plant soundproofed Old
Commons in one-and-a-half days, ac¬
cording to Peterson. The space has
since become a prime concert venue
on campus.
President Elaine Tuttle Hansen fully
supported the Art-In but explained that
there are potential complications in the
re-use of Chase Hall that need to be
considered in the plans for the build¬
ing, such as security and access code
issues in the unoccupied parts of the
building. She said that any possibility
of transforming Chase into a student art
center depends on a thorough review
of the Campus Facilities Master Plan,
which “identified the future of Chase
Hall as an important question for Phase
2 of the plan five years ago.”
“As that larger plan evolves, Chase
will be critical to the temporary hous¬
ing of departments displaced from
Campus Avenue, and we have to keep
those needs in mind,” President Han¬
sen explained in an e-mail. “Over the
next few months, the Master Planning
Steering Committee will be working
with a consulting team of architects
and planners to update the Cam¬
pus Facilities Master Plan, and so the
Chase Hall sub-committee has paused
to await their findings.”
The Art-ln built upon President
Hansen’s institutional strategic arts ini¬
tiative called “The Arts in The College
Community.” Professors Kirk Read and
Kerry O’Brien held a campus-wide
meeting earlier this semester entitled
“Dreaming Big” that opened discussion
regarding how to further support the
arts on campus. Associate Professor of
Sociology Heidi Chirayath, as part of
the arts initiative, had her class research
how students see the arts at Bates.
After “Dreaming Big,” Lewis sought
out Peterson, who is the current presi¬
dent of the BMU. Peterson gave Lew¬
is a tour of the BMU practice space,
which Lewis noted was very empty.
“Every room inside, from the Rowe
Room to the old Outing Club din¬
ner room to the low-ceiling room, all
of it is completely empty, save for the
BMU rehearsal space,” Lewis said in
an e-mail. “How was it, we thought,
that so much space was sitting idle,
while so many students were un¬
able to express themselves artisti¬
cally due to lack of physical space?”
While Peterson and Lewis were eager
to quickly turn Chase Hall into a student
art center, they found that the adminis¬
tration was not responding as quickly as
they had hoped. They pulled together
a team of individuals from various artis¬
tic disciplines and organized the Art-In
together to rally more support from the
administration.
“We wanted to show the adminis¬
tration that we were serious about get¬
ting the arts the space and attention
it deserves. There’s so much potential
on this campus for great work. We just
need the opportunity to create it!” Lew¬
is wrote.
There has been a lot of move¬
ment in Lane Hall as a result of the
Art-In, according to Lewis, who has
had conversations with the adminis¬
tration, Professors Read and O’Brien
and the Campus Facilities Master
Planning Steering Committee about
how to move forward in reaching his
and Peterson’s goal: to see student
art being made and exhibited in Old
Commons by their graduation. The
Campus Facilities Master Planning
Steering Committee approached Lew¬
is, Peterson and Charlotte Brill ’10,
who also helped organize the event,
expressing interest in seeing a pro¬
posal for a potential pilot program,
essentially a test run for a student art
center in Chase Hall.
Dean James Reese was impressed
with the work displayed at the Art-In,
but is not certain whether Chase Hall
can be transformed into a student art
center this year. He did say that student
artists will have a voice in the planning
discussion.
“I am not sure if space in Chase
Hall could be available by Short
Term this year due to the short win¬
dow of time. Also, there also are sev¬
eral competing entities on campus
looking for space. The big room of
Old Commons has seen multiple us¬
ages this year, and it may be best to
keep it flexible that way. A commit¬
tee is reviewing all of the ideas for
now and the near years. The event
last week helps to have artists’ needs
actively in the conversation,” Reese
wrote in an e-mail.
He added, “I thought the Art-In was
an incredible, energetic display of the
large numbers of students on campus
with multiple talents. The space to ‘do
art’ is a precious need as everyone has

known or now knows.”
While the program is not set in
stone and is just an idea at this point,
Lewis hopes to work with the adminis¬
tration to get the pilot program up and
running by short term. He said that ide¬
ally the program would be headed by
a student. In developing the proposal,
Lewis, Peterson and Brill are asking
the administration for open space, not
money. They hope to provide room
for an art gallery, studio and visual
arts, rehearsal and lounge spaces for
students to hang out with their friends
and make art from paintings to music.
“We want action to be taken to make
that space available for students as soon
as possible,” Lewis wrote.
President Hansen fully supports
helping the arts grow, as she stated in
the December Planning Bulletin where
she announced the arts initiative.
“Across the rich and various offer¬
ings in the arts at Bates, the College
is committed to creative, adventurous
and rigorous inquiry in a mutually sup¬
portive community of teaching, learn¬
ing and scholarship,” Hansen wrote in
an e-mail. “In the current College-wide
planning process, we wish to sustain
and enhance the role of the arts in
implementing Bates’ educational mis¬
sion and in enriching its interface with
neighboring communities.”
The student art initiative not only
made a statement via the Art-In itself but
also through event advertising. Rather
than relying on announce e-mails to
spread the word, students from various
clubs created art in high-traffic areas
on campus as part of the Homeless Art
Campaign. Members of BMU banged
on drums and Alicia Oas ’09 worked
on costume-making outside New Com¬
mons as students looked on. The idea of
the homeless art publicity stunts was to
have students doing art in an unconven¬
tional space not meant for making art.
“Why [were] they there? Because their
art has no home; they have nowhere
to create, to practice, to perform or to
exhibit. And so they are left to scrounge
for places to paint, like outside the li¬
brary or in front of New Commons,”
Lewis wrote.
The Art-In was a collaboration of
over 12 clubs on campus, and Lewis es¬
timated that 500 people attended based
on the flyers that were handed out. Many
students even came last minute with
paintings they wanted displayed. Lewis
said that all of the arts - from visual arts
to theater - are affected by the lack of
physical space available. Beyond the
departmental arts, Lewis added that the
issue also affects students who just want
to create art for fun in their spare time.
“The greatest tragedy of this situ¬
ation is that people who don’t nec¬
essarily consider themselves artists
- people who just want to paint
sometimes or who just like to have
space to dance away some mid-win¬
ter blues - have literally no space to
do that,” Lewis wrote.
Attendees of the Art-in also had
the opportunity to tour the back
rooms of Old Commons and to hear
a proposal for the design of a student
art center in Chase. A blueprint of a
potential plan for making the center
in Old Commons hung on the wall.
“One other intention for this space
is that it exists as an alternative space
when people are looking for a place
to hang out on a Saturday night but
would rather not go down the dorm
hall and party,” Lewis wrote in an email. “Instead, they could head on
over to Old Commons, the Art Com¬
mons and work on their watercolor,
while one friend sketches and the
other practices jazz saxophone, and
still another is just hanging out watch¬
ing it all go down and looking at
some displayed student art. Wouldn’t
that be amazing?”
“I was extremely impressed and
humbled by the turnout of students,
professors and administrators,” Peter¬
son wrote in an e-mail. “This event
erased all possible doubt that stu¬
dents don’t have an overwhelming
desire or need for a communal art
space. The fact that this entire event
took place with a sober audience is
further evidence of what an essen¬
tial part of the Bates community and
communal art space would be. Jake
and I have received lots of positive
feedback from students and profes¬
sors and are hoping to meet with
President Hansen next week regard¬
ing what the space will be used for
during short term.”
Lewis added, “I have never seen, at
my four years at Bates, that many stu¬
dents at an event besides Gala.”
Peterson, Lewis and Brill will meet
with the administration this week to dis¬
cuss how to go forward with their pro¬
posal and they remain optimistic that
the arts on campus will find a home.
“In my eyes, it’s already a success,”
Lewis said.
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Protest Advocates for Admission of Somali Refugees Filmmaker Screens
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Phillip Landon, director of World Uni¬
versity Services of Canada (WUSC) - an
organization that provides scholarships
to Somali students - wrote a letter to
Admissions sharing his own experience
of Somali refugees succeeding in west¬
ern higher education.
“While there is always a period of
cultural adjustment for new students ar¬
riving, 1 have no concerns about their
ability to achieve and excel at Bates
College,” the letter read.
The students that Buck and Kiunga work with are part of the first gen¬
eration of Somali women to graduate
from secondary school in high num¬
bers, bucking traditional Somali culture
where women work in the home. Out
of 400 students who graduate from sec¬
ondary school in the refugee camps, 45
are female. As pioneers of female edu¬
cation, the women face frequent harass¬
ment and pressure to drop out.
“They’ve lived their lives in a refu¬
gee camp that’s extremely under-re¬
sourced,” Buck said. “They live in, liter¬
ally, houses that are made out of sticks
that they built themselves. They have
been chronically malnourished their
entire lives. They live on bi-monthly
rations that don’t include meat, pro¬
duce or fruit. And they’re survivors of
gender-based violence or the threat of
gender-based violence. Instances of
rape are, though very under reported,
extremely prevalent in the camps.”
In one harrowing example, one of
the applicants took the Kenyan national
exam in a hospital after she was beaten
over the head for attending school and
sustained a concussion. After receiving
permission to leave the refugee camps
to take the SATs, which are required by
Colby, the applicants slept on the streets
of Nairobi without money for housing
or food. When Buck learned of this,
she wired over her own money, which
the women used to purchase calcula¬
tors rather than accommodations.
The protest was the brainchild of
Kiunga, inspired by her mother who
once staged a protest of her own at the
Higher Education Loans Board in Ke¬
nya, refusing to leave until they gave
her daughter additional funding so she
could stay in university.
“I initially didn’t plan to involve
anyone,” Kiunga said. “I just wanted to
do something on my own. 1 didn’t have
an idea of how I’d do it but maybe I
thought I’d hold up a placard outside
Admissions saying, ‘Please reconsider
your decision concerning these girls’

because I was kind of afraid that I
might lose my job even though it ends
in May. I didn’t want to seem like I was
attacking Admissions because that isn’t
what I’m doing. I’m just supporting
these girls.”
Buck felt heartened by student in¬
volvement in the demonstration which,
while started by Kiunga, was quickly
joined by students who made posters,
solicited funds and cheered “Open the
gates, show, we care.”
“I think that it’s important to Bates to
accept students from all different back¬
grounds who can contribute and enrich
the Bates experience, and I think these
students really have the potential to do
that and do well at Bates,” said one of
the demonstrators, Emily Cull T2.
Marylyn Scott, the Director of Multi¬
cultural Recruitment and Associate Dean
for Student Transition, also attended the
event, saying, “Well, as a member of Ad¬
missions, I know that Admissions takes
due diligence with each of their applica¬
tions and I’m not out here as a protestor
against Admissions. What I am here to
do is to show support for the cause -the entire Dadaab initiative.
“These women have worked incred¬
ibly hard under tremendously difficult
circumstances...I think it would be an
amazing opportunity for these women,
coming from such circumstances, to be
given the opportunity to further their
education so that they can help to ame¬
liorate situations in their country. And
the fact that Bates has been tradition¬
ally a leader, a pioneer, since its incep¬
tion with admitting women and African
Americans as far back as the 1800s, our
SAT optional program, the work we did
in the 40s with the interned Japanese, I
think that Bates could continue to be a
leader, a pioneer.”
President of the College Elaine Tut¬
tle Hansen declined to discuss the pro¬
test. “I did not attend the rally and so
cannot comment on it, since I have no
information about what transpired,” she
said in an e-mail. “And as I’m sure you
understand, no one at the College can
speak about individual admissions de¬
cisions; moreover, while I am involved
in giving direction in terms of the Col¬
lege’s priorities in shaping the class, I
am never involved in specific cases. In
general I can say that I have complete
faith in the hard work of our Admis¬
sions Office staff, who are charged with
making difficult, complex and fair de¬
cisions. I am particularly pleased that
their recent efforts to diversify our stu¬
dent body, in collaboration with other
members of the campus community,

have been successful.”
A group discussion featuring various
admissions officers followed the dem¬
onstration. Mitchell expressed appre¬
ciation for the dialogue as he listened
to comments by students, faculty and
staff but assured them that the decisions
were final.
The entire initiative began when
Buck traveled to the Daadab refugee
camp hoping to learn more about the
lives of local Somali immigrants prior
to their resettlement. While researching
factors contributing to female dropout
rates, she met Kiunga.
“[I] discovered that for those girls who
do make it through secondary school,
their single purpose in life is to get a
scholarship for higher education and
those scholarships are extremely rare and
hard to come by,” Buck explained.
The Canadian university system
provides scholarships to around 40
refugees from the Dadaab and Kakuma refugee camps annually, of which
two or three may go to women. Buck
hoped that if she were able to imple¬
ment a similar program in the United
States, more Somali women would see
the benefits of an education.
Buck and Kiunga worked with the
strongest candidates, piecing together
the common application for interna¬
tional students while simultaneously
creating an intergenerational memoir
to “help Admissions see the context of
their lives and those experiences,” ac¬
cording to Buck.
Buck and Kiunga made a presen¬
tation to Admissions and to a confer¬
ence for international deans of ad¬
missions and handed out the Somali
women’s applications. While schools
such as Amherst, Tufts, Mt. Holyoke,
Bennington and Bryn Mawr expressed
interest in the students, Buck, sensi¬
tive to colleges’ desire to accept stu¬
dents who they are sure will attend,
submitted the applications to Bates
and Colby exclusively.
After Colby and Bates rejected the
students, Buck solicited the other insti¬
tutions with little success.
“We got in touch with them and
they said, ‘Well now it’s very late in
the game, we’ve already given our
money away, but please bring us stu¬
dents next year.’ So we’re hopeful that
in the future, we’ll have some good
opportunities.”
Buck submitted the women’s appli¬
cations regular decision assuming that
early decision was for stronger appli¬
cants. While she intends to submit the
applications early next year, it may not

have an impact.
“Typically what we do, knowing
that the international student admission
process is so competitive, we mostly
defer the early applicants from interna¬
tional students so that they compete in
the whole process,” Mitchell said. “So
we don’t generally have too many stu¬
dents applying early or enrolling early
if they’re international students...or
sometimes we deny [international] stu¬
dents... if we can anticipate that they
will not compete early on and this will
be the outcome.”
While upset with the outcome, Buck
and Kiunga, as well as student coordi¬
nators liana Adler-Bell ’09 and Jessica
Adelman ’09, see hope for the future.
By bringing Somali students to higher
education institutions in the United
States, they hope to raise awareness for
the issue and increase fundraising to
send more women refugees to universi¬
ty in Kenya, where it is less expensive.
The ramifications of Thursday’s pro¬
test reach beyond the Somali students
to Kiunga and Buck’s employment.
Buck is up for tenure this year, but
she is hopeful that the protest won’t af¬
fect her prospects. “I’m pretty confident
that the tenure review process has a lot
of integrity and that something like this
wouldn’t influence anyone’s decision
making. That even if they disagreed
with the initiative, that they would re¬
spect that liberal arts institutions are
places were people are open minded
and want to hear about other points of
view.”

BCSG Discusses
Silo Lunch
GARDINER NARDINI
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

This week’s BCSG meeting addressed
a number of concerns relevant to cam¬
pus living. The committee discussed the
possibility of reopening the Mays Cen¬
ter as a lunch venue to be covered by
the student meal plan, as it was until the
installation of New Commons. The is¬
sue of campus security was brought up
by representatives who mentioned that
security in Merill Gym is currently being
beefed up to ensure the security of its
facilities, citing specifically the objective
of avoiding breaches by non-members.
It was also noted that dirty cups sup¬
plied by commons might ]?e brought to
dining hall staffers in the interest of im¬
proving washing procedure.

Documentaiy on
War and Peace
TASNIA HUQUE
STAFF WRITER

A documentary presented last
Thursday by producer Robert Richter
contrasted President George Bush’s
commitment to fighting terrorism to the
U.S. military’s training of soldiers from
Latin America in terrorist tactics to use
against civilians in Latin America. In
addition to exposing the United States’
role in teaching terrorist tactics at the
School of the Americas, now called the
Western Hemisphere Institute for Secu¬
rity Cooperation, based at Fort Benning,
Georgia. The documentary, called “The
New Patriots,” questioned the traditional
connotations of patriotism. New World
Coalition sponsored the screening.
Robert Richter, a producer and
distributor of documentaries, has pro¬
duced groundbreaking independent
documentaries on globalization poli¬
cies and practices affecting people in
developing countries.
His production level currently stands
at 75 documentaries and this particu¬
lar documentary, “The New Patriots,”
concentrates on how five U.S. military
veterans, including a Medal of Honor
recipient and a female West Point gradu¬
ate, transformed into peace activists after
serving in the military for years.
The five vets now believe that ad¬
dressing issues peacefully rather than
through fighting is the ideal way to
resolve conflicts. The documentary
exposed the hypocrisy of the “war on
terrorism” and had the five veterans
speak out on terrorism, patriotism and
their transformation from warriors to
peace advocates.
On what drove him to produce a
documentary on such a topic, Richter
claimed that he thought this was an
important issue that people should be
aware of. His interest in knowing the
veterans and interacting with them was
an additional appeal. He said he had a
great experience making such a piece,
especially because he had the oppor¬
tunity to work at a personal level with
Charles Liteky, a Medal of Honor recipi¬
ent. He also noted that Susan Sarandon’s
comment on “The New Patriots” being
right on target with terrorism issues in
the United States definitely made this
endeavor a worthwhile one.
Before the screening began, Richter
See DOCUMENTARY, page 8
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Muskie’s Legacy

Combat Doctor
Named
College Key
Distinguished
Alum
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an important resource for doctors like
Lounsbury, whose training as a combat
doctor was indistinguishable from that
of his civilian counterparts before he
actually went to war. “War Surgery in
Afghanistan and Iraq” can now be pur¬
chased on Amazon, although it is cur¬
rently out of stock.
Lounsbury visited Bates last
week as the 2009 College Key Dis¬
tinguished Alumni in Residence to
discuss his book and meet with pro¬
spective medical students.
In an interview with The Student,
he relayed that his experience as an un¬
dergrad at Bates was not a rosy one.
“Bates College was wretched for
me,” he said, noting that his difficult
time should be attributed to his own
immaturity rather than the College
itself.
“They didn’t know I was 11 and a
half,” he joked about Bates’ poor de¬
cision to admit him. “They should’ve
waited until I grew up.”
Lounsbury did eventually ‘grow up’
his junior year when he began to take
more serious interest in his biology
coursework. It wasn’t until his senior
short term, however, that he realized
his interest in anatomy might lead him
somewhere other than back home to
Stoneham, Mass., where he planned to
teach high school.
During his last few weeks at Bates,
Lounsbury dissected the facial muscu¬
lature of a squirrel monkey as a senior
project. He remembers Professor Eli
Minkoff, who taught biology at Bates
from 1978 to 2007, coming into the lab
and asking him what he planned to do
after graduation.
“Faster than I can tell you there was
this look that went across his face and
was gone,” Lounsbury recalled, saying
that Minkoff quickly wiped away his
expression of disappointment and be¬
came animated again. Nevertheless, the
look was enough to get Lounsbury to
go to Minkoffs office later on to ask
what else he might be other than a high
school teacher.
“He doesn’t know how that [tiny
look] changed my life. It’s frightening to
think about that, but it’s true.”
At Mirjjcoff’s suggestion, Lounsbury
enrolled in a graduate anatomy pro¬
gram at the University of Vermont. He
left for a few years, wandering to Colo¬
rado as a pot washer and then a forest
ranger and later moved to New Jersey
to be an assistant instructor to disad¬
vantaged medical students at Rutgers
Medical School. He eventually returned
to Vermont on a military scholarship
and graduated not only a doctor but
also a Captain in the medical Corps.
Reflecting on a life of service,
Lounsbury said that the supposed
dichotomy of serving both Hippo¬
crates and Uncle Sam was the re¬
ward of his career.
“I was serving my patient and I was
taking part in an effort that was greater
than ourselves,” Lounsbury said. “We
were a part of history. We read the paper;
it’s about the Iraq war. I’m in the Iraq war;
I’m taking care of Iraqi civilians.”
Currently, Lounsbury is working on
a second book on neurotrauma, which
he is co-writing with neurosurgeon
Rocco Armonda. He called the traumat¬
ic brain injury “the signature injury of
this war.”

and 39 days of conference committees
before the bill was passed unanimously.
Through his patience, trustworthiness
and comity, the Senate got through this
cumbersome process. Because of his
ability to lead Republican, Democrat
and independent senators through one
of the most important environmental
acts in American history, Muskie is con¬
sidered one of the most effective legis¬
lators of his generation. Japan’s Clean
Air Act is called Muskie’s Law.
King explained that in his class at
Bowdoin he teaches the 10 most im¬
portant qualities in a leader. They are
vision, listening ability, questioning,
doing homework, empathy, flexibility
and creativity, execution, perseverance,
communication and character. Muskie
exhibited all of them. Muskie was one
of the first politicians with an environ¬
mental view. He was also incredibly pa¬
tient. At the time, he was considered
one of the few Democrats who could
out-wait and out-sit the conservatives.
Referring to Muskie’s perseverance and
leadership, King quoted Churchill: “Suc¬
cess consists of moving from failure to
failure without a loss of enthusiasm.”
King closed with his favorite quote
from Muskie, “Can we afford clean wa¬
ter? Can we afford life itself? These ques¬
tions deserve no answers because the
answers are the questions themselves.”
King spoke for the annual Edmund
S. Muskie Environmental Lecture which
is co-sponsored by the Muskie Archives
and Special Collections Library and the
National Resources Council of Maine.

CHLOE BOURNE
STAFF WRITER

Former governor Angus King spoke
to Bates students and faculty in a lec¬
ture entitled “Protecting the Environ¬
ment: Reflections on the Role of Lead¬
ership,” last Wednesday. King ran for
governor of Maine as an independent
in 1994. He won and was re-elected
by one of the largest margins in history,
in 1998. Now, King teaches the class
Leaders and Leadership at Bowdoin
College. He explained in the beginning
of the lecture that the audience was his
class and that he was going to teach key
skills needed for environmental leader¬
ship using the story of Edmund Muskie,
a Bates graduate, as a prime example of
excellent leadership.
Muskie, the son of an immigrant
Polish tailor, grew up in Rumford, Maine
along the Androscoggin River. From an
early age, Muskie was environmentally
aware because he daily witnessed and
smelled the polluted Androscoggin.
Muskie graduated from Bates in 1936,
was elected to the Maine House of Rep¬
resentatives in 1946 and was elected as
governor in 1955. After two terms as
the first Maine democrat governor in 50
years, Muskie joined the U.S. Senate. In
1963, he chaired the subcommittee Air
and Water Pollution which at the time
was a nothing committee.
During his time as chair, however,
Muskie worked on the Clean Air Act.
He patiently sat through 33 days of tes¬
timony, 45 days of committee hearings

Documentary Questions Patriotism
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

asked his audience what it really meant
to be patriotic. He classified patriotism
under several definitions and ques¬
tioned whether it was really the love of
one’s country or government manipula¬
tion for economic interests that drove
today’s military endeavors.
“My country - right or wrong is that patriotism? Is serving in the
military patriotic? Is patriotism ever
bad for a country? Would Iraq and
Afghanistan define patriotism dif¬
ferently? What about a child whose
parents are from Sweden and China
but who was brought up in England
- what is patriotism to him? Is a flag
pin really a symbol for patriotism?”
he asked. He claimed that Mark
Twain’s generalization “Support your
country all the time and your govern¬
ment when it dserves it” is how the
military should operate.
Richter’s short films deal with po¬
litical, environmental, human rights,
science, international governance
and social activism issues, among
many others. “There are a lot of is¬
sues I am concerned with. I decide
what issue to work on and get them
done one by one, and it comes out

just fine,” he said. According to
Richter, “blood, sweat and tears,” the
church and interested individuals are
what make films such as these finan¬
cially sustainable. Colleges all over
the country own copies of his docu¬
mentaries.
Currently Richter is working on two
other documentary productions and
writing screenplays for the big screen.
One deals with a major environmental
injustice issue - the escalation of the
lead paint dilemma in minority areas in
the United States. The other film was
shot in a rural village in India and de¬
picts the conflict of a young teenage girl
dealing with the clash of her traditional
culture and modernity.
While Richter claimed that he is al¬
ways mostly engaged in his productions,
he is never too busy to talk to students
about important issues he is concerned
about. He welcomed any students to
contact him who are interested in his
field of work or to talk about any social
impasse in general.
Richter’s many documentaries on
environmental subjects earned him
a Global 500 Award from the United
Nations Environment Program which
makes him the only independent pro¬
ducer in the world with this honor.

Batesie Wins Watson
tine McDowell deserves special thanks
for inspiring Dissanayake with her own
summer experience in South Africa.
Though the country does not have
the infrastructure and financial support,
Dissanayake emphasizes that Sri Lanka
“doesn’t lack anything in terms of talent
and enthusiasm.”
The Thomas J. Watson Fellowship
awards $25,000 to recipients for inde¬
pendent, international travel with the
aim of broadening the imagination and
participation in the world community.
Dissanayake is one of 40 recipients to
receive the grant this year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in economics will surely help her as she
studies the administrative and financial
structures that have allowed theater
companies to blossom despite challeng¬
ing conditions in developing countries.
Dissanayake would like to thank
the “whole network of people” who
have helped to make this possible from Bates professors who planted the
seeds of this project to the artists she
is in contact with in South Africa and
Indonesia.
Assistant Professor of Theater Chris-
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Chaplains Support
Spiritual Ventures on
and off Campus
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The two chaplains were particular¬
ly struck by the class divide within the
audience that Warren’s talk at Lewis¬
ton Middle School exposed. Bates
students made up half of the audi¬
ence with the other half comprised of
community members or students from
other colleges.
Of the people that shared secrets,
most were from the community, lead¬
ing Blaine-Wallace to observe that “it
seemed like those of us from Bates were
watching an event at the same time that
we were participating in it, sort of one
step removed, whereas the people from
the wider community were more in it.”
Perhaps Bates students were reluc¬
tant to share secrets at the event be¬
cause Bates is such a small community
that students did not feel as safe, sug¬
gested Blaine-Wallace.
Other efforts sponsored by the Chap¬
laincy to generate discussion around
subjects that are not often talked about
include the recent Taboo Topics Sym¬
posium. Each discussion in the series
covered a different topic, varying from
class to transgender issues, and the dif¬
ferent sessions attracted anywhere from
15 to 60 people.
In keeping with their focus on com¬
munity and connection, several years
ago the Chaplaincy sponsored a se¬
ries called Spiritual Sojourners where
at least one faculty and staff member
and one student would start a conver¬
sation. The event nourished a “craving
[among students for] the opportunity
to talk with faculty and staff in a way
where walls are lowered and you can
hear what faculty and staffs lives are
really like,” Wright-Timko said.
Last year was the second year that
a staff member spoke at Baccalaure¬
ate, an event that the Chaplaincy helps
sponsor. The speaker last year was Pab¬
lo Colon, and the seniors have yet to
vote on this year’s speaker.
Both chaplains are committed to be¬
ing there for the staff who “we feel are
a little invisible [and] marginalized here
and have so much heart and wisdom”
to learn from, said Blaine-Wallace.
As multifaith chaplains, BlaineWallace and Wright-Timko leave them¬
selves open to anyone, mainly staying

within the realm of the nondenominational and allowing the religious organi¬
zations and volunteer chaplains to cater
to the needs of particular faiths.
They likened themselves to misfits,
existing “everywhere and nowhere,
meeting people in between the seams.”
When asked what made her choose
this unique job, Wright-Timko ex¬
plained that the position allowed her
to explore an interest in religious and
spiritual expression that falls outside of
religious institutions.
Blaine-Wallace previously worked as
a parish priest, health care administra¬
tor and family therapist. After living in
Atlanta and Boston for 26 years, Maine
offered a change of lifestyle. “Bates
didn’t quite know what to do with me
and my application, and I didn’t quite
know what I was doing, but the con¬
versation kept going and it has worked
out wonderfully.”
Before coming to Bates, BlaineWallace described himself as being “a
burned out cynic,” but he credits the
students for renewing his hope and
his activist roots, having been active in
HIV and queer issues earlier in his life.
While he had come to think that efforts
to address the world’s problems were
futile, his interaction with students who
still channel their anger at injustice into
meaningful action has changed him.
Several years ago, Blaine-Wallace
and a group of students clad in T-shirts
depicting a lobster holding a peace sign
ventured to Washington D.C. to protest
the war in Iraq. After Hurricane Ka¬
trina, he led a trip to Biloxi, Miss, for
spring break and this spring, 13 peo¬
ple are traveling to experience desert
spirituality and solitude. Last October
break, the Chaplaincy and the Multicul¬
tural Center sponsored a trip to Panama
for the Black Christ Festival.
Last short term, the Chaplaincy
sponsored a Flannery O’Connor (BlaineWallace’s favorite author) discussion
group, and a similar group might be in
the works on Reinhold Niebuhr for this
short term. Most of their events evolve
organically out of discussions between
the two chaplains or in connection with
events on campus or around the world.
For example, Niebuhr is especially pop¬
ular today because he is often associ¬
ated with President Obama.

This Week in Bates History.
ALEXANDRA KELLY
STAFF WRITER

1887
The Student reports on a recent election in Kansas, which was a
leader in universal suffrage: “The results... seem to show that a vote
in the hands of an evil-minded woman is just as dangerous as in the
hands of a bad man. In several of the cities the low class women who
came to the polls were so much in excess that the temperance issue,
the stronghold of woman suffragists, was voted out of sight.” The ar¬
ticle goes on to speculate that whether universal suffrage is adopted or
not, “good and bad will be combined about as now... an increase in
numbers is not strength, if the good and bad be equally reinforced.”
1907
Professor Jonathan Young Stanton gave a lecture on “Are the Other
Planets Inhabited?”
1920

To raise funds for an American statue to be given to France in
honor of the Marne, college students were asked to donate a few
cents each, “the object being representation rather than money.” A
news writer editorializes: “As Bates men and women, let us join in this
worthy movement—let us show by our action that we too appreciate
the valor of the heroes to be remembered!!”
1983
The RA’s proposed Honor Code draws mixed reactions from stu¬
dents: “Why do we need an honor code anyway?” asked Tom Lea ’83.
“ Why is it necessary that we move this massive body of rules into
operation... I don’t understand the philosophical basis behind it.”
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1999
A Bates sophomore takes 28th place in the World Championships
for ski archery, a combination of cross-country skiing and archery.
As rumors of yet another sexual assault circulate campus, a student
whose similar situation had been widely publicized the year before
urged the College to respect the confidentiality of the parties involved.
“I want to ask the Bates community to let this woman decide for herself
whether or not her story should be made public,” she wrote. “I also
want to ask that everyone think to him or herself before this issue is
addressed, that it is very possible that this woman is listening.”

Lewiston Police Department Crime Log

Incident Report Statistics

Between Friday 20 March at 7:00 a.m. and Friday 27
March at 7:00 a.m. this department has responded to
640 calls for service. Of those calls, 192 of them were
Motor Vehicle Stops.
Accidents: 22
Disorderly Disturbances: 35
Domestic Disputes: 15
Arrests: 42

Criminal Mischief
•A vehicle parked at Pub 33 had a tire slashed some¬
time prior to 7:00 p.m. on 20 March.
•A window at 22 Strawberry Ave. was shot out by a
pellet gun on 26 March at 3:00 p.m.
•A vehicle parked at St Mary’s at 45 Golder St. was
keyed prior to 5:00 p.m. on 25 March.
•A vehicle parked at 117 College St. had tires slashed

overnight on 23 March..
*
'Tween 3:00 and 9:30 p.m. on 23 March.
•A bicycle was taken from 90 College St. prior to 4:00
•A residence at 70 St. Croixjjf. had aAviridow broken
p.m. on 23 March.
out of it by a pellet gun sometime prior to <j7:Q0 aim.
• The business sign for Pop Shop Diner was stolen
on 27 March.
•A vehicle parked at 40 East Avc. had all it&tire stems, from outside of 413 Main St. sometime overnight 23
cut off prior to 11:00 p.m. on 2<5 March.
r
March.
•A laptop computer was stolen from Pettigrew Hall
•A vehicle parked in the Lewiston High School park¬
prior to 12:00 a.m. on 23 Match.
ing lot was egged sometime between 7:30 and 12:00
• A black Tony Hawk stunt bike with front and rear
a.m. on 26 March.
•A Lewiston Regional Technical Center bus which* pegs Was stolen from 83-4 Strawberry Ave. sometime
between 4:00 and 9:00 p.m. on 20 March.
was parked ai 156 East Ave. had windows smashed
•Thefranco American Centre sign was stolen from
out of It overnight on 22 March.
?
outside of 46 Cedar St. someUnBgpetween 1:30 and
•A vehicle parked at Del’s at 43 Walnut St. had a rear
window broken out of it sometime between 6:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m, on 23 March.
^
on 23 March and 8:00 a.m. on 24 March.

Thefts
•A resident of 124 HollancLSt. had an iPod and dock¬
ing station stolen from inside of their apartment be-

Burglaries

•An apartment at 78 Winter St. was burglarized prior
to 4:00 p.m. on 26 March. A Compaq laptop and an
Xbox 360 were taken.

at 23 Howard St. was burglarized
• An apStffient
apSWhi
sometime prior to 2:00 p.m. on 25 March.

MV Burglaries
•A vehicle parked at 77 Sabattus St. was burglarized
overnight on 24 March. A laptop was stolen from in¬
side.
•A vehicle parked at 24 Foch St. was burglarized over¬
night 21 March, a stereo was taken from inside.
•A vehicle parked at the New China Super Buffet at
40 East Ave. was burglarized on 03/23. Property was
taken from inside.
•A vehicle parked in the Southern Gateway garage
at 425 Lisbon St. was burglarized on 23 March at 4:20
p.m.. Officers received a report of two juveniles who
were seen going through vehicles.

Operating Under the Influence
• Theresa Dietrich (49) on 27 March at 1:33 a.m. at
790 Sabattus ,St.
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The Den Remains A Bobcat Home

Best in Style:
Prins and Abrahamson
KELLY COX

STAFF WRITER

JUDSON PECK/ THE BATES STUDENT

JESSIE SAWYER

MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
There has been much disappoint¬
ment about The Den’s reduced hours,
this year, which inspired two petitions,
drafted this past fall semester to rein¬
state The Den’s late-night hours. Di¬
rector of Dining Services Christine
Schwartz has taken the students’ voic¬
es into consideration. Upon reviewing
business possibilities for The Den, she
announced that currently it is not fi¬
nancially possible to reopen The Den
for its late night hours; however, she
said that she does not foresee The Den
closing until a student center is built in
the far future.
Schwartz recognizes students’ nos¬
talgia for The Den.
“I understand how nostalgic peo¬
ple are about The Den. I do, because
I’m still nostalgic about the old build¬
ing,” Schwartz said. “The reality is
that it was a building that could not
support the service that we were try¬
ing to provide. It wasn’t like we set
out to say, ‘The Den’s got to go.’ We
outgrew it. So, I would like to say that
I understand people’s position, but I
would also like them to understand
the financial implications.”
Schwartz is working with Bates
College Student Government President
Danny Gimbel TO to plan activities in
The Den, depending on student in¬
terest. The Den hosted a Super Bowl
party this semester, but only six people
attended. Schwartz met with Gimbel
last week to discuss possibilities, such
as a wine or beer tasting paired with a
food tasting.
“I think it will certainly be a more
successful event if we can partner with
the student government and poten¬
tially get some ideas from [the student
body].... I’m really open at this point
because clearly where we started from
was not the best place. So, I don’t have
any definitive answer at the moment,”
Schwartz said. “The thing about this is
that serving alcohol really limits your

population to a quarter of the students
here.... So it’s a little tricky, but I’m
willing to try something new.”
During his campaign for BSCG
president, Gimbel proposed turning
The Den into a pub that would pro¬
vide students over 21 with a safe place
to socialize as opposed to heading off
campus to the Lewiston pubs late at
night. According to Schwartz, doing
so would be tricky, especially with the
current financial crisis.
“The whole country, right now, is
in a financial situation. For me to open
it as a pub, I would have to put togeth¬
er a business plan that can concrete¬
ly articulate that it’s self-sustaining,”
Schwartz said. “I’m not saying yes and
I’m not saying no. What I’m saying is
that we need to get these activities off
of the ground and see how successful
they are and then make some determi¬
nations from there.”
Schwartz said that in comparison
to The Den, Milt’s is more cost-effec¬
tive. She explained that remote op¬
erations like The Den cost more than
an in-house o[reration like Milt’s. Cost
includes many factors such as mainte¬
nance, utilities and security. Milt’s is
in the same facility as the Dining Ser¬
vices offices and the dining hall, so
Schwartz’s ability to oversee business
is much greater.
The general consensus among
Dining Services workers has been
that they like working at Milt’s bet¬
ter than The Den because it’s more
current, has newer equipment and is
safer. New Commons can be locked
down, allowing students to enter with
key-card access. Schwartz said this
provides a safer environment for her
workers late at night.
Milt’s is more successful financially,
according to Schwartz, because it has
higher traffic patterns, which peak
around 10:30 p.m. until closing.
“More traffic. More revenue. So,
from a strictly business point of view,
it makes absolutely no sense for me
to open the Den in the evenings,”

Schwartz said.
The petition posted outside of
New Commons last semester was the
product of nostalgia for the homey
atmosphere of The Den, which many
students have voiced is not the case at
Milt’s. Schwartz never spoke directly
with the petition authorfs) because she
never found which student(s) contrib¬
uted; however, she said that she would
be happy to talk to the authorfs) and
hear the student voice.
Schwartz recognizes the students’
complaints about the sterile, airport
cafe feel in Milt’s. There is a commit¬
tee called Cupid currendy brainstorm¬
ing ideas for the decoration of Milt’s
and New Commons, which will set the
tone for the decoration of new build¬
ings on campus in the future.
Schwartz spoke of a project in
the College’s master plan that looks
to replace The Den and put in a new,
revamped pub. There is a tentative
plan to build a student center as well,
where a coffee shop, storefronts,
post office and book store would
go. However, Schwartz does not see
the construction of a student center
happening until at least five to seven
years from now. In the meantime,
she will keep reviewing logistics to
keep The Den active.
Describing the current master
plan for the College, Assistant Vice
President for Financial Planning
Doug Ginevan wrote in an e-mail,
“Phase II of the master plan origi¬
nally included a ‘campus center’ that
would be located on the south side
of Campus Avenue.
The original
plan suggested that the campus cen¬
ter might include things like a deli,
bookstore, mailboxes, mail room,
copy center, et cetera. We are now
reviewing the original plan with
some professional planners and will
spend some time asking students,
faculty and other constituents about
any updates to the original idea.”
Until then, The Den will remain a
part of the Bobcat community.

Gala 2009’s Best Dressed king and
queen are colorfully dressed Sam Abra¬
hamson ’ll and classy Katewatson Prins
’ll! These two fashion extraordinaires
shined on the dance floor with bright pat¬
terns and sublime smiles. While these two
swingin’ cats were not dates for the event,
they are the proclaimed king and queen
of the annual all-college Gala.
Prins looked frugally fantastic! She
rocked a snakeskin-textured gold dress
that she found in her younger sister’s
closet during February break. Prins ac¬
cented her extremely flashy dress with
three-inch strappy gold heels which she
borrowed from a fellow classmate.
Prins did a great job of keeping the
focus on her wild dress by excluding jew¬
elry from her outfit. Prins’ brilliantly gold
dress and modest air was reminiscent of
Belle in the glorious ballroom scene of
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast.”
Before passing out due to a long
night of twirling and dipping, Prins
kicked off her “Sunday shoes” and con¬
templated her next opportunity to wear
her fabulous decor.
When asked whether she would
adorn the same dress for another Gala,
Prins commented, “Of course! If 1 can
borrow it again!”
Sam Abrahamson, the dubbed king
of fashion for this year’s Gala, sported an
orange suit jacket, yellow sweater vest
and a teal collared shirt. He complimented
these extreme colors with a
sky blue tie, khaki dress
pants and shoes that
incorporated more
colors than a rain¬
bow.

Being a wallet-conscientious college
student, Abrahamson accumulated most
of his apparel from Salvation Army and
Goodwill. His Gala garb cost an impres¬
sive $15, quite a deal considering how
many pieces comprised his outfit.
Abrahamson did not start thinking
about his clothes for the formal Bates event
until the Wednesday before. He threw to¬
gether a fancy compilation of sweater vest
and tie combination to impress any young
lady looking for a dancing partner.
When
Abrahamson
did
de¬
cide to pick his attire, he turned to
style-setting men from the media.
“I would say the inspiration for my outfit was
definitely Chuck Bass from ‘Gossip Girl.’
Although
I
didn’t
realize
how
much I resembled
him
un¬
til
someonq, mentioned it to me, it
is just obvious now how much I really
idolize Chuck and how much he has
rubbed off on me,” Abrahamson said.
Abrahamson was so pleased with his
fancy costume that he did not change
out of it before bed. His hair carefully
parted and gelled and grasping a long
stemmed rose, Abrahamson noted that
he would embrace the opportunity to
wear his elegant outfit.
“I am always up for a night of dressing
up, speaking in English accents and enjoy¬
ing a nice tawny port with beluga caviar.”
This year’s king and queen deserve
Best in Style because they succeeded in
looking flashy and keeping it inexpensive.
To me, it sounds like these two did Gala
right with beluga caviar.”

■
■

This week, sopho¬
mores Sam Abraha¬
mson and Katewatson
Prins earned Best in
Style for Gala because
of their elegant yet
frugal Gala garb.
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“Closer”
Bonding
between
Audience
and Cast

No Dogging It at The
Hot Dog Eating Contest

We Don’t Make
Love Anymore:
How We Talk
About Sex Today
TAMARA WYZANSKI
SEX COLUMNIST

ZOE ROSENTHAL
STAFF WRITER

The students of theater instructor
Katalin Vecsey’s advanced voice and
speech class will perform “Clos¬
er” this upcoming week, a story of
the turmoil of relationships, break¬
ups, love and romance. The course,
which is “a study of vocal and physi¬
cal techniques for the exploration of
theatrical texts,” has challenged its
12 students to direct the play, with
three different casts of four mem¬
bers each.
Familiar for many due to the fea¬
ture film produced in 2004, “Closer”
is set in London and follows the in¬
tertwined lives of four adults over
a four-and-a-half year period. The
play differs from the movie in a vari¬
ety of ways, as it includes additional
scenes that were cut from the film,
as well as an entirely different end¬
ing, deemed by many as more ap¬
propriate.
Cast member Caroline Servat ’10
described the play as “very modern
and brutally honest...with tension in
every scene,” adding that the show
turns pedestrian situations into a
captivating experience with its en¬
gaging dialogue.
Written by Patrick Marber, “Clos¬
er” won the 1998 Olivier Award for
Best Play and the 1999 New York
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best
Foreign Play.
“Closer” was chosen for the ad¬
vanced voice and speech class due
to its use of stylized language. Writ¬
ten in the British vernacular, the play
provided a challenge to the students
as they sought to bring to life British
emphases written into the dialogue
of the play.
Replete with sexually explicit
language and overt cursing, Marber’s words were used to introduce
students to the Stanislavskian-based
practice of exploring a character by
looking at the subtext of the speech.
“Closer” displays particularly well
the notion that “surface meaning of¬
ten conceals more than it reveals,”
Vescey said.
The production is entirely stu¬
dent-run. As one cast performs, the
remaining students do a variety of
tasks behind-the-scenes such as
lighting and costuming. Addition¬
ally, since the cast was small, stu¬
dents were able to get to know each
character extremely well, according
to Servat.
Senior Ru Hasanov designed the
projections which make up the only
backdrop for the production.
By
choosing a minimalist set design, the
cast aims to draw the audience’s focus
to the verbal exchange between actors.
Performances will take place in
Gannet Theater at 7:30 p.m. on Sat¬
urday, April 4, Wednesday, April 8
and Thursday April 9- Admission is
free.
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ZOE ROSENTHAL
STAFF WRITER

Thirteen contestants stood before a crowd filling
the Benjamin Mays Center Friday evening, armed
with nothing but their hands, bravely facing the
plates before them. The contestants stood ready to
feast on as many frankfurters as they could stomach
in a hotdog-eating contest sponsored by the sopho¬
more class. The all-male group of contestants raced
the clock to see which could devour the most hotdogs in a 12-minute period.
Ultimately, Devin Horvath ’ll won the feed¬
ing showdown, consuming 14 hotdogs and win¬
ning the $100 prize. While a variety of different
strategies were taken to maximize hotdog intake,
Horvath chose to eat his buns first, followed by
the hotdog, having studied competitive eater Joey
Chestnut’s approach.
JB Israel ’ll was Horvath’s “trainer” for the event,

having him run several laps prior to competing, as
well as doing squat thrusts.
“You really have to be an athlete to eat all that,”
Israel said, explaining the importance of the pre¬
contest workout.
The other competitors used a wide range of
strategies including eating two hot dogs at once,
dipping the buns in water and even submerging
the entire hotdog and bun into their glass. Most
of the contestants, it appeared, experimented
throughout the 12 minutes with a combination of
different approaches.
During the event, the crowd was incredibly bois¬
terous, both heckling and cheering as they watched
the men before them make a quick transformation
from speedy chewers to slow grazers, as momentum
was lost along with stomach capacity.
When asked to comment on the contest, com¬
petitor Matt Lipoff T2 could only say, “that was in¬
sane, and I am never doing that ever again.. .ever.”

JUDSON PECK/ THE BATES STUDENT

An Interview with The Right Side
HANK MASTAIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

■ ■

Two weeks ago, the Bates College
Republicans published their first issue
of The Right Side, a bi-weekly pam¬
phlet that looks at current events with
a conservative perspective. I recently
sat down with Alix Melamed TO, edi¬
tor of The Right Side, Brendan O’Brien,
President of the College Republicans,
and Hope Staneski, a member of the
College Republicans and a writer for
the The Right Side, to get a better un¬
derstanding of the purpose, goals and
content of the pamphlet. Excerpts from
our conversation follow.
Hank Mastain: What is the goal of
The Right Side?
Brendan O’Brien: The goal with
The Right Side is to have a single space
for ideas that are in the minority at
Bates. I know The Bates Student pro¬
vides a way of getting that out, but this
is just a single space for all of those
ideas. It’s also a means of providing
some intelligent political discourse be¬
cause sometimes The Bates Student
tends to be — like some certain peo¬
ple have said — a little bit back and
forth.
HM: In that sense, is The Right
Side a response specifically to The
Bates Student?

Hope Staneski: Not specifically
The Bates Student. That’s definitely a
great medium to reach a lot of people
at Bates, but we wanted to be indepen¬
dent of that so that we could bring all
of our ideas together on one page. We
don’t want to overwhelm The Bates
Student with ideas from one side every
week — neither side should do that.
We think this is an easier way to put all
of our stuff out there at once.
HM: In the editor’s note of the
pamphlet, you mention that The Right
Side allows the Bates community to
“enjoy a break from the Liberal pro¬
paganda.”
Alix Melamed: I wish I could
have gone back with a little bit more of
an unbiased eye, but what I was really
trying to do was to get conservatives
to come out of their shells because
there are a lot more on the Bates cam¬
pus than people are willing to admit. I
know, for example, that two freshman
girls who have the same advisor as I do
have come crying because people have
been making them feel bad for being
conservative, so I really just wanted to
let people know, ‘Hey we’re out there,
too, and we’re really tired of you guys
getting pushed down all the time, so
here’s meetings you can come to if you
want to find other people with similar
opinions, or here’s a place where you
can publish your own ideas.’
HS: We put all our names on this,

so we want to invite people to find out
who we are, who are the conservatives
on campus and come hear what we
have to say and come talk to us per¬
sonally.... We like conversation, not
debate.
HM: Have you received any feed¬
back about the first issue of The Right
Side?
HS: Last [week], I met a few new
kids at dinner who had read my piece
and they said, ‘We think what you’re
doing is a good thing because it can be
overwhelming to have one side domi¬
nate the atmosphere on campus.’ I
think most people at Bates are reason¬
able and understand that there needs
to be conversation regardless of who
has the majority in Congress and how
big that majority is. People have been
intelligently responding.
HM: Alix mentioned that a goal of
The Right Side was to lift a burden of
sorts from students who have any kind
of conservative ideas or leanings. How
can students at Bates then engage its
conservative community?
BO: Beyond our meetings, which
anyone is welcome to come to, they
can send articles [to The Right Side],
that don’t even necessarily have our
views.
AM: I think the important thing is
getting your voice out there. If you’re
not a writer, talk up in class if you dis¬
agree with something that someone

is saying, or if you think a professor
is being too one-sided, go and talk to
them. Come to meetings, talk to us.
We’re very friendly people, we love
to engage people in conversation; we
love to meet new people and invite
new people to the group.
HM: When people find out that you
identify as a Republican, do they treat
you differently or with acceptance?
HS: I think it’s more with accep¬
tance, especially when people find out
after the fact because they have already
had time to judge me as a person so
they can’t put their own stereotypes or
their own biases ahead of who I am
and what I believe.
AM: I’ve encountered a different
situation. When I got comments about
The Right Side, it was very evident that
there was a lot of...I don’t want to say
disgust but disapproval of my political
views. I think that people do look at
me differently. I think in class people
look to me to say something...Repub¬
lican.
The Bates College Republi¬
cans meet on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in
Pettengill G50. Contact Alix Melamed
(amelamed@bates.edu) if you are in¬
terested in writing for The Right Side
- all viewpoints and political perspec¬
tives are encouraged and welcomed.
Please note that submissions can be
published anonymously.

These days, if and when I
hear the phrase “we made love,”
it is either out of complete sar¬
casm in New Commons or I
am on the couch at my house
watching reruns of Beverly Hills
90210. Remember the episode
when Brenda and Dylan go to
the spring dance, get the Bel Air
Hotel room and “make love” for
the first time?
I believe that we don’t use
the phrase “we made love” in
2009 at Bates College for two
reasons: first, we are - as I stated
in last week’s article - living in
the realities of college hook-ups
where sex more often than not
has no strings attached and love
isn’t involved. And secondly, we
have new phrases and terms that
have replaced the outdated ver¬
nacular.
Currently, how many different
ways do we say “we had sex”? We
say we “fucked,” “did it,” “boned,”
“tapped that,” “went all the way,”
“hit that,” “smashed” and “slayed.”
Wait, slayed? I don’t want to be
slayed, do you?
I’m struggling with my stance
on this issue. On one hand, I
don’t want to only have sex if I
am in love. What does “make
love” even mean? In reference
to heterosexual intercourse, does
this mean that as the man ejacu¬
lates the particles of semen re¬
lease love residue? And is it im¬
plying that only through sex can
people make love? Aren’t there
other ways to feel love in a rela¬
tionship, without a penis inside a
vagina? I want to do away with
1990s language and abstinenceonly education rhetoric and forget
the “we made love” discourse.
But on the other hand, if the
new language we use is a re¬
flection of sex relations in the
United States among teens and
young adults, I don’t want to be
smashed or slayed. To be honest,
we might as well use the word
“rape.” If you insert the word
“smash” or “slay” into Microsoft
Word’s thesaurus, the words you
will get are: kill, murder, mas¬
sacre, slaughter, butcher, demol¬
ish, destroy, crush, break, shatter
and fender-bender. While fenderbender doesn’t have many impli¬
cations regarding rape or sex, the
others are clearly problematic.
The phrase “we boned” is
rooted in biology: the filling up
of blood in the penis preparing
for sex, hence the boner. But
slay and smash aren’t about bi¬
ology; to me they are almost a
description of the way sex is, if
not exactly. I assume that when
someone says in New Commons
“I smashed her” or “I slayed her”
they don’t mean they butchered
someone; but if not, then what
does it mean? The sex was just
impersonal? The sex was drunk¬
en sex? The sex didn’t matter?
The sex was irrelevant? The sex
was with somebody who didn’t
matter? The sex was just for the
hell of it? If this is the case - that
the sex was impersonal - then
why such violent terminology?
You may be thinking that
you don’t use the word “slay” or
“smash” to begin with. Or maybe
you are offended because you
say “we made love” on Saturday
mornings, reminiscing about your
fun Friday night over waffles.
Finally, you may be thinking
that the words you use to de¬
scribe your sexual relations are
so far from “love making” that
you aren’t sure where to begin
changing your vocabulary. I think
the easiest way to make a change
is to stop saying violent words
(like slay and smash) and simply
say “we had sex,” and a descrip¬
tive phrase like “it was good.” Or
maybe it was bad, or too fast, or
inadequate, or awkward, or im¬
personal, or too rough, or too
sloppy, or amazing, or sensual or
incredible.
I hope you consider changing
your vocabulary because while
the way we talk about sex is not
a direct reflection of our sexual
relations, I think if we refine our
language, we can have a more
honest representation of our sex
lives, not just at Bates, but well
after college.
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Requiem for
A Coronation
CHARLES THAXTON
STAFF WRITER

The Bates choir and orchestra per¬
formed to a large audience in the Olin
Arts Center concert hall last Friday for
the first of a two-show series. The au¬
dience was thoroughly engaged with
the beautiful renditions of Gabriel
Faure’s “Requiem” and Mozart’s “Cor¬
onation Mass,” conducted by choir di¬
rector John Corrie.
The performance began with Fau¬
re’s Requiem. The choir and orchestra
managed the initial, slow drama of the
“Introit” and “Kyrie” movements well.
The band was so in harmony with the
singers that the voices seemed to em¬
anate from the instruments. The first
solo of the evening was during the
“Offertory” movement. Junior Richard
McNeil, a baritone, managed the solo
well and worked with the harp. The
second solo came in the famous move¬
ment, “Pie Jesu,” and Erica Rogoff ’10,
certainly did justice to the piece. Se¬
nior Russell Richie, another baritone,
performed the final solo of the piece

during the beginnings of the “Libera
me.” The choir and band concluded
the piece, which lasted about 40 min¬
utes, with the final “In Paradisum.”
Corrie had said initially that the
choir had an especially good time
with the energetic Mozart piece. Af¬
ter a brief scene change, with the
addition and subtraction of some
orchestra members on stage, “The
Coronation Mass” began. The second
performance had a markedly different
tone than the Faure piece.
The piece featured a number of
soloists, including soprano Lisa Mc¬
Clellan ’09, alto Erin Kintzing ’ll,
tenor Segundo Guerrero ’12, tenor
and baritone Andrew Brenard ’ll.
The four sang beautifully, garner¬
ing much applause at the end of the
performance.
The Mozart piece was shorter,
lasting about 30 minutes in total.
The orchestra and choir successfully
maintained the energy needed for this
piece. “Gloria,” the second movement,
was the most dramatic, punctuated
with swelling strings and voices.

Album Reviews:
Tell It to the Volcano
and Friendly Fires

Another Classy Evening

Students walk home after a night of socializing, swing dancing and fine dining at the Motown-themed All-College Gala
2009. The event featured performances by The Merimanders, The Phil Rich Swing Band and The Kelly Bell Band.

Irish Twins Popular in The Twin Cities
Lacking Irish Grub but Still A Vibrant Pub

ELIZABETH ROWLEY
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR
LAURA BAUGHMAN
RESTAURANT CRITIC

Miniature Tigers

Tell It to the Volcano

They’re wild, in a minute way.
Based in Phoenix, Ariz., and
signed to Modern Art Records, Minia¬
ture Tigers released their full-length
LP “Tell It to the Volcano” in August
2008. The Tigers include lead vocal¬
ist Charlie Brand, joined by Darren
Robinson on guitar, keyboard and
vocals, Rich Schaier on drums and
vocals and Lou Kummerer on bass
and vocals. The boys also released
two EPs in March 2008 titled “White
Magic” and “Black Magic.”
The band is self-defined as alter¬
native and punk, however the Tigers
are Punk in the way Vampire Week¬
end is, which is to say, not very.
Rather, listening to the LP is like
experiencing the Beach Boys’ “Pet
Sounds” for the first time all over
again, which is similarly appropriate
given Miniature Tigers’ name. The
harmonic melodies sooth, captivate
and guarantee you’ll put “Tell It to
the Volcano” on repeat.
Each track is independently
loveable, but listen to the album
in its entirety and the experience
is like riding a tidal wave of feel¬
good groves. The tracks are master¬
fully crafted and complement each
other in ways that are doubtlessly
deliberate.
Droning vocals in “Haunted Pyr¬
amid” conjure the image of a 1920’s
speakeasy and lead seamlessly into
the handclap catch chorus in “Annie
Oakley.”
Arguably, the gold star track of

the album is “The Wolf,” followed
closely by the album’s title track,
“Tell It to the Volcano.” Simple mel¬
odies and lyrics string “The Wolf”
along and the track gains more em¬
phasis by the multipart harmonies
in the catch. “Tell It to the Volcano”
is a groovy jam that motivates the
heartbroken to pick up the pieces.
While the lyrics are superficial at
times, they are lovable nonetheless
for their simple honesty.
“Everyone’s looking at you like
they want to / like they want to go
home with you,” sings Brand in “The
Wolf,” and moves immediately on in
the title track to “A year ago today I
was falling in love with you / tell it
to the volcano / from what I know,
you’re goin’ down the hole / Oom,
I’d like to chuck ya.” Evidently, the
Tigers mean business and move
from lust to love to repulsion in re¬
cord speed.
“Dino Damage” is without doubt
worth a listen. Somehow the 'Tigers
turn a cautionary song about the
potential injuries incurred during a
dinosaur encounter into an irresist¬
ibly danceable jam. Decapitation
never sounded so good.
The album is above all endear¬
ing. Listening to it before bed is ide¬
al, the unobtrusive tracks are calm¬
ing as Brand’s melodic voice sings
and sways from beginning to end.
Spoon with the Tigers - they’re min¬
iature, loveable and will leave you
wanting more.

Located across the street from
Marden’s in Lewiston, the Irish Twins
Pub is a popular eating and drinking
establishment among locals. Intrigued
with the possibility of getting some
good Irish grub, I headed to the offthe-beaten track eatery for lunch.
I get the feeling that most patrons
flock to Irish Twins at night to enjoy
frosty brews with friends, as the cav¬
ernous pub was empty at lunchtime,
with just a few booths and round ta¬
bles dotting its expansive floor. The
place was sparsely decorated, with a
huge chalkboard displaying the pub’s
impressive beer offerings. The pub
is kept at a chilly temperature, and
having been seated at a booth near a
drafty door, I had to keep my jacket
on throughout the meal.
I
was
disap¬
pointed to see that
the pub doesn’t of¬
fer any Irish food,
only a rather limited
assortment of typi¬
cal fried fare. I or¬
dered an appetizer
of Asian
chicken

wings from a specials board offer¬
ing curious creations like spaghetti
pie and Cajun chicken fingers. Six
wings arrived at my table slathered
in a slightly smoky-tasting Asian-style
barbeque sauce, providing a nice
light start. However, I was perplexed
by the chef’s choice of including blue
corn tortilla chips and rice pilaf with
the wings; these two accompani¬
ments didn’t go well with the flavor
or texture of the wings.
Another selection off the menu
board was a 12-ounce sirloin steak
for a great value - ringing in at just
under $12. The tender steak was per¬
fectly cooked and came with a side
of steamed broccoli. My server was
happy to substitute a side of rice for
the potatoes au gratin, but I didn’t ap¬
preciate how the pilaf - which clear¬
ly was made from a packaged mix
- came drenched in butter. A fluffy,

buttery roll finished off this satisfying
meal.
I also tried Irish Twins’ cheese¬
burger basket. I was impressed by
the eatery’s delicious burger; the
hefty portion of ground beef was ex¬
pertly cooked to my specifications
and was delectably juicy, especially
when paired with the unusual Guin¬
ness barbeque sauce that I chose. The
burger came with American cheese
but would have been better with an¬
other variety that could have added
more flavor to the dish. Piping hot
and crispy steak-cut fries were served
alongside
the
classic sandwich,
rounding out a great meal.
The Irish Twins Pub specializes
in providing a good atmosphere for
people enjoying a night out on the
town, but not in serving gourmet
food. That said, the pub impressed
me with the attentiveness of its staff,
its cleanliness and
its
low
prices.
The pub is a great
place to go to en¬
joy a Guinness, a
satisfying
burger
and the company
of friends.

Roaring Review: 4 out of 5 Bobcats
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Friendly Fires Friendly Fires
Friendly Fires’ songs walk the
line between new rave and straight
dance music. While they rely on a
lot of traditional instruments and
live vocals, their approach to song
writing tends to be rhythmically
based and dance-oriented.
The band released three EP’s
in 2006 and 2007 before releas¬
ing their self-titled album “Friendly
Fires” in September 2008. Signed
to XL Recordings label, the group is
from St Albans, Hertfordshire. They
have been playing together since
the age of 14.
The group gained a lot of hype
after collaborating with Au Revoir
Simone on the Aeroplane Remix of

“Paris.” The synth sound of “Par¬
is” reflects the electronic element
prevalent in other tracks, however
understated. “Paris” is doubtlessly
noteworthy but does not do justice
to Friendly Fires’ capacity to inspire
a dance party.
“Skeleton Boy” and “Jump in the
Pool” are the standout tracks on the
album. Each is sprinkled with an
energetic aura guaranteed to make
you smile. The band is currently
on a European tour, scheduled for
dates in the U.S. beginning late
March. Give Friendly Fires some at¬
tention and, like that sweaty night
you spent at that disco in Prague,
you won’t regret it.

Roaring Review: 4 out of 5 Bobcats
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April Amusements
Helen Paille

At Least He Has His Priorities
Straight
Boy: I dont want to date her, I just want
to fuck her.
Commons
That’s What She Said
Girl: I cant see it, my hair’s in the way!
Pettengill
The Ugly Duckling
Boy 1 : She’s not cute.
Boy 2: Yeah, but she has two bangin’
sisters.
Commons
It’s Kind of Like Recycling?
Girl: (Pondering a bag of animal
crackers) Is it weird that the same
company who makes our toilet paper
also makes these animal crackers?

I
7
8
9
II
12
13
16

Locsi Hovte Listings:
Lewiston Flagship Cinemas
Duplicity 2hr, 15min PG-13 1:15,
3:55, 6:50, 9:20
Fired Up lhr, 40min PG-13 1:35,
6:55
The Haunting In Connecticut lhr,
45min PG-13 1:30, 4:10, 7:15,
9:25
I Love You, Man lhr, 55min R
1:50, 4:15, 7:30, 9:45
Knowing 2hr, lOmin PG-13 1:25,
4:05, 7:00, 9:35
Madea Goes to Jail lhr, 55min PG13 4:20, 9:00
Monsters Vs. Aliens lhr, 45min PG
12:55, 1:40, 3:00, 4:00, 5:00, 6:45,
7:20, 8:55, 9:30
Paul Blart: Mall Cop lhr, 40min
PG 4:25, 9:10
Race to Witch Mountain lhr,
50min PG 1:20, 3:50, 7:05, 9:15
Taken lhr, 45min PG-13 1:45,
7:10
Watchmen 2hr, 50min R 1:10,
4:30, 7:40

Auburn Flagship Cinemas

4
*

12 Rounds 2hrs PG-13 1:30, 4:00,
7:10
Duplicity 2hr, 15min PG-13 1:15,
4:05, 6:45
The Haunting In Connecticut lhr,
45min PG-13 1:45, 4:10, 7:25
I Love You, Man lhr, 55min R
1:50, 4:30, 7:30
Knowing 2hr, lOmin PG-13 1:35,
4:15, 7:15
The Last House On The Left 2hrs
R 1:55, 4:25, 7:20
Monsters Vs. Aliens lhr, 45min
PG 1:20, 3:50, 6:50
Paul Blart: Mall Cop lhr, 40min
PG 1:25, 7:05
Race to Witch Mountain lhr,
50min PG 1:40, 3:55, 7:00
Taken lhr, 45min PG-13 3:45pm
Watchmen 2hr, 50min R 2:00,
6:55

18
19
21
22
23
24

Across
Musical Holiday that began April 7, 1915
The Bard of Avon who was born and died in April
1564 and 1616 respectively
First Black Major League Baseball player who
broke the color barrier in April 1947
"Great" jazz-age novel first published in April of
1925
Financial significance of April 15
April 19-25 holiday celebrating a popular
Japanese vocal phenomenon
April 11 holiday celebrating William Lear's 1960s
audio format
Month-long holiday celebrating sonnets, sestinas,
odes, and others
Month-long holiday celebrating Louis Armstrong,
Count Basie, Coltrane, and others
"A girl's best friend" and April birthstone
Infamous White Star Line ship that met its end in
April 14, 1912
April 22 eco-holiday that began in 1970
Celebrated New England runner's event the third
Monday in April
Jewish holiday rooted in Exodus and often
celebrated in April

2
3
4
5
6
10
14
15
17
20

Down
Month-long holiday celebrating the 6-string
South African holiday celebrating the anniversary of
the first post-apartheid elections
April 7 holiday sponsored by the World Health
Organization
April 9 holiday where you can re-make your
moniker
April holiday of mischief
"The cruelest month," according to T. S. Eliot
Christian holiday celebrating the Resurrection
'' Plant a tree" holiday born in Nebraska and
celebrated the last Friday in April
Month-long Bates holiday starting April 27 (like
summer camp with beer)
Roman goddess to which the month of April was
sacred
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®f)e pates: i£>tubent
Wednesday, April 1

Outing Club Meeting
6 p.m.
Alumni Gym basement

CINEMINGA:
Colombian documentary film maker and cin¬
ematographer Carlos Gomez will speak about
his work in Cineminga and the relevance of
film to indigenous cultural revival.

Bates Students Against
Poverty Meeting
8:30 p.m
Pettengill G50

Bates Democrats Meeting
8 p.m.
New Commons 221

7 p.m.
Pettengill G52

Bates Christian
Fellowship
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall Hirasawa Lounge

Latinos Unidos Meeting
6 p.m.
Multicultural Center

Want to advertise an
event on this calendar?
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with title, time,
place and a brief description.
Submissions are due the Sunday prior to
publication by 6 p.m.

Friday, April 3
Bates College Modern Dance
Company: Program A

Featuring new works by students
choreographers and lighting
designers.
7:30 p.m.
Schaeffer Theatre

Shabbat with Hillel

Mount David Summit

5:45 p.m.

Pettengill Hall (numbers/letters below indicate which room in Pettengill Hall)
2:30 Call to the Summit with Bates Gamelan Degung Orchestra

Frye Street Union

Concurrent Session I: 2:45 - 4:00 p.m.
|116: From Rats to Politics:
Final Projects for
THEA371:
Acting for the Camera

Filmboard Presents:

Defiance
Admission: $1
7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
Olin 104

Saturday, April 4

4 p.m.

Concurrent Session II: 4:30 - 5:45 p.m.
162: Applications of Linear Algebra
G21: Sociological Perspectives on Health,

Topics in Neuroscience and Psychology
Education, Law and Politics
1162: Film on Bolivian Prisoner’s Life
IG21: Civic Activism: Between the State and Society G52: Exploring Muslim Politics at Bates and in
IG52: Representation, Language and Culture
the Field
IG63: Research in Mathematics and Physics
G63: Language and Literature
|G65: Beyond the Black Binder: The Body as Subject G65: Understanding Geological History and
Climate Change in N.E. and the Arctic

Filene Room, Pettigrew
I Poster Session

Poster Session II - Atrium

I - Atrium

Sunday, April 5

Bates Alumni Panel:
Advertising and Marketing
9 a.m. - 1 p.m./ Pettengill G52

Bates College Modern
Dance Company:

Crosstones Senior
Concert:

Program A

Come see Tyler Infelise, Carola Cassaro, Brooks Puchner, I
Jessie Sawyer, Matt Paul and!
Molly Wolkin together in|

2 p.m.
Schaeffer Theatre

concert for the last time.

8 p.m.
Mays Center

Monday, April 6
“Interracial Asian Adoption:
Issues and Identity in 21st
Century American Society”

Applications for all positions on
The Bates Student for 2009-2010 are
due today by midnight.

Lecture by C.N. Le

We are accepting applications for editorin-chief, managing and assistant editors
for all sections, layout editor, webmaster,
business manager, advertising manager
and distribution manager.

7 p.m.
Muskie Room, Muskie Archives

E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu for an
application, or to send yours in!

I

Tuesday, April 7
EnviroLunch Series:
A Sustainability Plan for Bates
Julie Rosenbach, Bates’ Environmental Coordi¬
nator, will present a sustainability plan for Bates
which combines ongoing and planned campus
sustainability efforts with our commitment to be¬
come climate neutral.

12:1 p.m.
Muskie Room
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Women’s Lacrosse Dusts Lord Jeffs

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

First-year Jenna Dannis breaks out of the zone surrounded by the Amherst defense. Dannis had 1 goal on 4 shots in the contest. Bates won 10-4.
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Coming off their first NESCAC
victory of the season, the women’s
lacrosse team continued their mo¬
mentum in conference, defeating
Amherst 10-4 after shutting out the
Lord Jeffs in the second half. Earli¬
er in the week, the team fell to the
Babson College Beavers, who are
ranked 11th in the nation, by a score
of 14-11.

On Saturday afternoon, Bates
hosted the Lord Jeffs in their fourth
NESCAC competition of the sea¬
son. Amherst was quick to get on
the board, but the Bobcats soon re¬
sponded with 3 consecutive goals.
Abby Saucier ’ll netted a fourth for
Bates, and the Lord Jeffs fought back
to end the half tied 4-4.
Senior
Co-Captain
Caroline
Thomas ’09 scored the fifth goal of
the game - her 30th of the season
and 102nd of her career - early in

the second half. From there, the
Bobcats continued their high lev¬
el of play, netting 5 more goals as
they sailed smoothly to an impres¬
sive victory. Bates outshot the Lord
Jeffs 35-20.
“Our defense swarmed every ball
and left the Amherst players with
very few opportunities to score,” said
Morgan Maciewicz ’10. “This was the
first game all season that we played
all 60 minutes as a team.”
Earlier in the week, Bates hit the

“A Good Egg”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

“We moved from the U.K. when I
was about seven so I have never had that
sort of core group of lifelong friends,”
said Thomas. “I have had influential
teachers and people that are friends of
the family, but as a result of some of the
hardships we went through last year, los¬
ing my mom, my family has become the
center of my life, and I think that has had
the most impact on me. They are who I
work for.”
Of her parents, Caroline’s father was
the athlete.
“My father encouraged us to play
sports from a young age,” said Thom¬
as. “We went sailing before we could
walk... My dad was always the one
who encouraged us to play all sports
and drove us everywhere.”
While living in the U.K., Thomas
played soccer and field hockey. When
the Thomas family moved to America,
Caroline played recreational soccer, tball (although she didn’t like it), basket¬
ball and lacrosse, while sailing during
the summers.
“When I got to middle school, we
had constructive sports so I started
playing soccer, basketball and lacrosse
in fifth grade,” said Thomas. “Lacrosse
I was always better at so I picked it up
and ran with it.”
And run she did. With her family as
inspiration, Thomas reached the near¬
ly unequaled plane of dominance on
which she now performs. But how is she
this good?
“I have come to the conclusion that I
am not going to be the fastest kid on the
team,” said Thomas. “I am not going to
be the kid who is most in shape.. .1 think
a lot of [being good at a sport] is about
having an understanding of the game that
you are playing...which is what I think I
have more than hard work or skill.”
Her coach agrees.
“She doesn’t do anything that spe¬

cial,” said Allen. “She is just smart about
picking her spots. That makes her a spe¬
cial player.”
It also helps that coach and captain
are so squarely in agreement concerning
Thomas’ strengths and weaknesses and
how best to exploit them. Their analysis
of Thomas’ play is nearly identical.
“I think a fair amount of [my success]
is that I have gotten to the point where I
am a lot calmer on the field than a lot of
other kids are,” said Thomas. “The stress
of college doesn’t really get to me any¬
more, and I just stay calm and just see the
holes and go to the goal.”
“I don’t think her skill level or her
ability level is drastically better now than
it was when she was younger but I think
what happens to kids in college is that
they get more comfortable and more
confident as they get older and they are
more eager to step into roles that maybe
they didn’t have to fill as younger play¬
ers,” said Allen. “I think [Thomas] is very
comfortable with her ability so she is not
afraid to step into those roles now that
she is a senior.”
While dominant on the field, it is
off the field where Thomas really ex¬
cels. A recruiting weapon with a dead¬
ly success rate, Thomas is invaluable to
the program.
Allen fondly recounts a story from
the fall of Thomas’ first year, when a
lacrosse recruit unexpectedly dropped
by his office. As Allen is also the head
volleyball coach, he was unable to host
the prospect. Allen called Thomas on a
whim, begging her to spend a little time
with the girl. Thomas spent 45 minutes
with Allen’s recruit, walking her around
and selling her on the Bates experience.
“The kid thought it was the great¬
est visit ever,” said Allen. “It was the
best tour she had ever had. Just the fact
that [Thomas] was willing to do it and
didn’t even think twice about it. As a
first-year too, that was phenomenal.
She does little things like that. She does

that all the time.”
Speaking with Thomas, her affability
and genuine affection for her teammates
is immediately evident.
“My fellow captains are two of the
nicest, hardworking kids,” said Thomas.
“They push you to excel. They push the
entire team to excel. Playing a team sport
at Bates...[gives you] a family structure.
It gives you confidence and creates rela¬
tionships that you wouldn’t have other¬
wise. [Those relationships] have made my
Bates experience a lot more enjoyable.”
“[Thomas] has been a leader on the
team from day one and is well respected
both on and off the field,” said senior CoCaptain Lauren Kruck in an e-mail. “It
has been great playing with her for four
years but even better becoming friends
with her.”
“Because she gets along with every¬
body so well, as far as her teammates are
concerned, she just has kind of a really
easy way with them,” said Allen. “People
will go to her to talk. She will go to them
to talk. If there are good things going on,
bad things going on, I mean she is just
very easy to relate to. She is doing a very
good job of it.. .she is a good egg.”
To conclude our interview, I asked
Thomas what she wanted to be when
she grew up.
“A firefighter,” she quipped.
Really?
“No. I just want to have a family,” said
Thomas. “As silly as that sounds, I know
I am young. I just want to have a fam¬
ily and be happy. Fairly simple. Healthy
kids. I am very excited for that.”
Be still, my beating heart.
For the male population of readers
now enchanted with Thomas, I apologize.
This column may read like a personal ad
but to give false hope where it need not
exist is not my intention. As Thomas con¬
tinues to embarrass NESCAC defenses on
the field, the rest of us should embrace
what the rest of the conference already
knows. Thomas is out of our league.

road to play llth-ranked Babson
College under the lights. The Bea¬
vers came out of the gates strong,
taking an early 4-0 lead. Thomas and
first-year Caroline Pierce answered
back, narrowing Babson’s lead to 1
goal. At the half, Bates trailed 7-5.
After the break, the Bobcats
managed to tie the score 7-7. Bates
continued to battle back throughout
the half as the Beavers continued to
score. As the final horn sounded,
Babson came out on top 14-11.

Thomas scored an astounding
6 goals in the game, breaking the
100-goal mark for her career. Jen¬
na Dannis ’12 scored 2 goals for
the Bobcats and tallied 1 assist.
Sophomore Mara Krueger manned
the net for the entire game, stop¬
ping 11 shots.
The team will face two more NES¬
CAC opponents this week, as they
host Tufts on Wednesday night and
head to Connecticut College on Sat¬
urday. Bates is 2-2 in NESCAC play.

Moats More Victim than Offender
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Maybe Powell has a hard time reaching
solutions to moral conflicts, but I do not
believe that this qualifies as such. I am not
the teller of all things good, but I thought it
was common sense that if someone was in
the parking lot of the'hospital where their
family member was dying, they should be
helped in any way possible.
Powell’s verbal accosting eventually
subsided - though only because he felt it
necessary to write out a ticket in his police
cruiser. Another police officer on the scene
told Powell that a nurse informed him that
Collinsworth was dying at that moment,
and Moats needed to be released in order
to be with his wife’s family. His reaction?
“All right. I’m almost done.”
Was this incident racially motivated? I
do not know, because I cannot read into
Officer Powell’s head. What I do know is
that the racial demographics of Plano speak
to an overwhelming white majority. The
2007 census shows that six percent of the
Plano population is black compared with
75.6 percent white. Further, Powell’s history
does not speak to him being an egalitarian,
peace-loving police officer. Moats’ case was
not the first controversial encounter involv¬
ing Powell.
In 2008, he arrested the Latina wife of
former Dallas Cowboys linebacker Zach
Thomas Maritza Thomas and put her in jail
for pulling an illegal U-tum. Powell issued
a ticket with five charges - four of which
were later dropped. Thomas brought this
case to public attention following the news
of Moats’ arrest. He realized it was the
same officer verbally assaulting another
minority group and he felt it necessary to
spread the man’s history.
Powell makes me sick, and not just be¬
cause I am bitter towards all police officers
because of a completely ridiculous speed¬
ing ticket I got two weeks ago. He makes
me sick because his previous history as an
egotistical, power-loving police officer reaf¬
firms the reality of race-related incidents.
I am not a part of any minority group
nor am I trying to act like I am; however
I see a distinct problem with Powell’s be¬

havior. When he verbally violated the entire
Moats family, Powell caused more damage
than an apology will ever fix. He went
on an extreme power trip and proved to
the world that race-related issues are very
much alive in today’s society. While racism
and discrimination are not what they were
in the mid-20th century, certain areas of the
country have issues like this more often
than we may hear.
I had never heard of Ryan Moats be¬
fore this incident and because I do not fol¬
low the Houston Texans, I am not sure if I
ever would have. He is not an NFL star nor
has he accrued much playing time in his
tenure with Houston. None of that matters,
because moments like this prove to all of us
that superstar athletes are actually human.
Dallas Police Chief David Kunkle stat¬
ed, “At no time did Mr. Moats identify him¬
self as an NFL football player or expect any
kind of special consideration. He handled
himself very, very well.”
When I read about this encounter on
CBS Sportsline, I was immediately dis¬
turbed. Yes, Ryan Moats is guilty of rolling
through a red light, but the man was trying
to bring his wife, father-in-law and other
relatives to the hospital to see Collinsworth
one last time. He knew he was wrong but
he clearly weighed the importance of the
issues at hand and found his family matters
to be a bit heavier. He used his common
sense. Powell did not.
While Moats might be guilty of a traf¬
fic violation, Powell is guilty of a lot more.
Moats explained that Powell stole a mo¬
ment away from him that he will never
have back and feels that the officer should
lose his job for what I think is disrespectful
and barbaric behavior. Powell was wrong,
still is wrong and will always be wrong.
Ryan Moats’ week in the spotlight was
for the wrong reason. From here on out, I
will know Moats as a victim of verbal abuse
and not as a professional football player,
though it sure would be satisfying to see
his name in the spotlight for something
that he loves to do. Maybe that will make
Powell really feel guilty - a big picture of
the guy he treated as an animal scoring a
game-winning touchdown.
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McNeil’s Return Leads Track at Tufts
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s track team demon¬
strated their versatility and breadth of
talent after many great performances
earned them a second-place finish
at the Snowflake Classic, hosted by
Tufts University.
Despite the name of the invitation¬
al, the weather was perfect for the Bob¬
cats’ first outdoor meet. Contributing to
the team’s impressive debut was CoCaptain Rich McNeil TO, who returned
after missing the entire indoor season
due to a fractured toe. McNeil placed
first in the hammer throw (164T0”) and
third in the discus (132’3”).

Bates scored many points in the
throws as Mark Liu TO, Chris Murtagh
’ll and Candido Bosquet T2 placed
fourth (141’), fifth (139’11”) and sixth
(136T1”) respectively in the ham¬
mer. Murtagh was also fifth in the jav¬
elin (l66’9”) and eighth in the discus
(118’4”), while Liu was eighth in the
shot put with a toss of 37’5.25”.
Bosquet went on to score more
points in field events, where he placed
second in the long jump with a 20’1”
foot jump. In the pole vault, the Bob¬
cats’ standout duo of Co-Captain Je¬
rome Bennett TO and Sam Goldstein T2
came in second and third, respectively,
topping out at 14’3” and 13’9”. Their
performance earned both men a spot

Bobcats Drop Huskies,
Fall to Lord Jeffs
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s lacrosse team suffered
another crushing conference defeat to
Amherst on Saturday. The Bobcats came
back from a 6-1 deficit in the first quar¬
ter to enter the final period tied at sev¬
en. The Lord Jeffs broke away from the
Bobcats in the fourth quarter, 11-7.
Earlier in the week, Bates celebrat¬
ed an easy win over the University of
Southern Maine (USM), smothering their
non-conference competitors 13-5. Bates’
record now stands at 2-6 overall and 0-4
in the NESCAC.
Rory Cosgrove ’ll opened the scor¬
ing on Saturday afternoon against Am¬
herst. The Lord Jeffs came back with a
goal of their own and dug in their heels
for a 6-goal run to end the first quarter
ahead by 5 goals.
In the second quarter, Evan Bagley
TO and Sam Gellar ’09 each netted one
to narrow the Lord Jeffs’ lead to 3- After
the half, the Bobcats came roaring back

with a 4-goal scoring spree to tie the
game 7-7. Two of the 4 goals came from
the stick of junior attacker Dave Barrett,
while the other 2 goals were tallied by
Garrett Kopeski ’ll and Gellar.
As Bates failed to score for the re¬
mainder of the game, the Lord Jeffs
pressed on to bury 4 more goals, bring¬
ing the final score to 11-7.
“The offense and defense really
came together in the third quarter to get
us back in the game,” said Co-Captain
Matt Knortz ’09.
On Tuesday afternoon, the Bobcats
basked in the glory of an easy, confi¬
dence-boosting win against USM. With
only Barrett, Pat Jackson ’ll and Kope¬
ski earning more than 1 point on the
afternoon, 11 different Bobcats scored
goals. Bates demolished USM in both
shots (53-21) and ground balls (51-31).
The men prepare for two tough
NESCAC games this week. The team
will play at Tufts on Tuesday under the
lights before hosting Connecticut Col¬
lege on Saturday.

Women’s Track and Field Take
Third at Snowflake Classic
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

With her first toss of the outdoor
season, junior Vantiel Elizabeth Dun¬
can qualified for the NCAA Division III
Outdoor Championships in the ham¬
mer throw, and the women’s track team
cruised to a third-place finish at Tufts
University’s Snowflake Classic. Compet¬
ing against 15 other teams, Bates scored
98 points, trailing only Boston University
(181) and Tufts (149.5).
Duncan threw the hammer a careerbest 173’8”, before taking fourth in the
discus with a toss of 112’4” and third in
the shot put with a hurl of 397.75”.
Senior Co-Captain Izzy Alexander
came in second in the 400m hurdles in a
time of 1:04.69. Alexander took third in
the 100m hurdles in 16.74 seconds. Firstyear Tina Tobin barely beat out Alexan¬
der in the 100m hurdles, taking second

place in a time of 15.82 seconds.
Bates also impressed in the distance
events. Senior Co-Captain Allie Gold¬
stein took third in the 5,000m in a time
of 19:12.08. Junior Katie Bash took fifth
out of 56 competitors in the 1,500m in a
time of 4:57.64. In the 800m, Bash placed
sixth of 47 runners. Junior Esther Kendall
took third in the 3,000m steeplechase in
a time of 12:26.70.
Jen Marino placed third in the triple
jump with a leap of 35’3.25”.
“This was a really exciting first meet,”
said senior Co-Captain Allie Goldstein.
“We’ve transitioned smoothly from our
indoor season and many people are al¬
ready hitting times and marks that we
would expect to see at the end of the
season rather than the beginning, so that
puts us in a really good place.”
Bates will participate at the Jim Shee¬
han Memorial Meet hosted by Fitchburg
State on Saturday.

on Bates’ all-time performance list.
In the sprints, Ryan Quinn ’ll ran
a blazing 11.19 seconds in the 100m
and 22.70 seconds in the 200m, good
enough for the all-time performance list
for both events and garnering him sec¬
ond and fourth place, respectively. The
4x100m relay team of Quinn, first-years
Mike Jiang and Nick Marinakis and
sophomore Pat Carroll was just frac¬
tions of a second away from beating the
Division I Boston University team. They
took second in a time of 44.02 seconds.
Brett Epler ’ll also grabbed some
points in the 400m hurdles, where he
was second, and in the 110m hurdles,
where he came in fifth with respective
times of 57.79 and 16.13 seconds. His

performance in the 110m hurdles put
him at number six on the all-time per¬
formance list.
In the mid distance events, Pe¬
ter Corcoran T2 came in sixth in the
1,500m run with a time of 4:08.38.
In the distance events, cross country
stand-out Devin Dilts ’ll came in third
in his first ever 10k run with a time of
33:00.34. Sean Colligan T2 and Dillon
Tung ’09 also scored in the 10k with
times of 33:36.11 and 33:59-01, respec¬
tively. In the 5k, Tom Esponette ’ll and
Doug Brecher TO finished second and
fourth, respectively (15:21 and 15:23).
All in all, the Bobcats scored a total
of 132.50 points, just behind RPI (141)
and well ahead of host Tufts (104.50).

Softball Drops Two at
Tufts; Bats Kept in Check
HARRY POOLE
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s softball team trav¬
eled to Medford, MA for a weekend
of play against the ninth-ranked
Tufts Jumbos. Boasting a 12-game
winning streak entering their NES¬
CAC opener, the Jumbos came into
the contest red hot.
Bates dropped game one on Fri¬
day by a score of 9-1. The Bobcat
offense could not find their groove
against Jumbo sophomore starter
Izzie Santone. The Bobcats were only
able to muster 4 hits off of Santone,
and none went for extra bases.
Tufts jumped out to an early lead
as they scored 4 runs in the first in¬
ning and added 2 more in the third
before ending the game with 3 in the
bottom of the fifth. The Bobcats fi¬
nally got themselves on the board in
the top of the fifth when first-year
designated hitter Monica Berube hit
a leadoff single.
First-year Vanessa Truglio pinch
ran for Berube and moved to second
on a groundout by senior Leah Citrin. Truglio moved to third on a bunt
single by first-year Kelly McManus
and scored when first-year Lauren
Dobish grounded out to the Tufts
shortstop. Three errors hurt the Bob¬

cats in the game as 5 of the Jumbo’s
9 runs were unearned.
Saturday featured a doublehead¬
er and two more Jumbo victories to
raise their undefeated streak to 15
games.
Game one of the doubleheader
was another 9-1 loss, though senior
Co-Captain Stacia Saniuk showed
signs of her bat heating up as she
cranked her first home run of the
season.
First-year Kristen Finn took the loss
in 4.2 innings of work as she allowed 9
runs, only 6 of which were earned.
Game two of the doubleheader
saw the Bobcat bats come alive as
they collected 7 hits and 5 runs. Un¬
fortunately, Tuft’s offense woke up
even more as they managed 14 runs
off of 14 hits.
Citrin and Berube led the way for
the Bobcats with 2 hits apiece, while
senior Val Beckwith added 1 hit, 2
runs and an RBI.
First-year Karen Ullmann leads
the team in hitting with a .409 bat¬
ting average, 13 hits, 7 runs, 4 steals
and 19 total bases.
The Bobcats record falls to 2-7
(0-3 NESCAC). Next weekend, they
will travel to Waterville, Maine to
take on rival Colby in a three game
series on Friday and Saturday.

NESCAC
STANDINGS
Men’s Lacrosse
Team
Bowdoin
Tufts
Middlebury
Amherst
Colby
I Trinity
Wesleyan
Williams
Bates
Conn.

Conf. Overall
4-0
6-1

Women’s Lacrosse
Team
Colby
Middlebury
Trinity
Tufts
Amherst
Bates
Williams
Bowdoin
Wesleyan
IConn.

Conf. Overall

Baseball
East Division
I Team
Trinity
Tufts

Conf. Overall
12-2
3-0
4-10
2-1
3-8
3-7
10-11

Colby
Bowdoin

West Division
I Team
Williams
Wesleyan
Amherst
Hamilton
[Middlebury

Conf. Overall
3-0
6-5
2-1
8-8
1-2
8-6
0-0
8-7
0-3

Softball
East Division
I Team
Tufts
Trinity
Bowdoin
Colby
I Bates

Conf. <
3-0
2-1
1 -2
0-0
0-3

West Division
I Team
Amherst
Williams
Middlebury
Wesleyan
[Hamilton

Conf. <
2-1
2-1
1 -2
1-2
0-0

Men’s Tennis Routs Tufts; Ranked 22nd Nationally
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

Men’s tennis crushed Tufts 9-0 last
Friday in Medford, Mass., raising their
overall record to 6-1.
Senior Captain Ben Stein and ju¬
niors Amrit Rupasinghe, Max Berg¬

er, Michael Reiss, Ryan Mannelly
and Zach Fenno were victorious in
singles matches.
Reiss demonstrated excellent
retrieving skills against his Jumbo
opponent to win a first-set super
tiebreaker 7-6(5), 6-1 at numberfour singles.

Stein defeated his opponent 6-0,
6-4 at the number one position.
“The entire team played extreme¬
ly well,” said Stein. “Our strength is
deep, and I am optimistic about the
remainder of the season.”
The Bobcats play Amherst on
Sunday at 4 p.m.
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Get a career s
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In her first
hammer throw
of the outdoor
season, Duncan
qualified for the
NCAA Division
III Outdoor
Championships.
Duncan’s toss
of 173’8” was a
career-best and
the best throw
by a student
competitor at
the meet. She
also placed
fourth in the
discus and third
in the shot put.

An intensive, one-year Master’s program, designed to accommodate students with little
or no previous experience or coursework in Computer Science, the CSPP provides an
up-close, in-depth perspective of the current art and practice of computing. With a focus
on computer science fundamentals and the requirements of business today, the CSPP
provides the instruction and training essential to harnessing new technologies and putting
them to use in real-world environments.

c s Computer Science
p p Professional Program
masters.cs.uchicago.edu

THE UNIVERSITY OF

Application Deadlines

CHICAGO

Summer 2009: June 10, 2009
Fall 2009: September 10, 2009

+

Tuesday, March 31,2009

16

Cfje Pates i£>tutrent

Not So Happy Returns

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Senior Captain Caryn Benisch returns her opponent’s shot in Thursday's match against Bowdoin. Bates lost 7-2.
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Last week, the women’s ten¬
nis team suffered back-to-back
defeats against nationally ranked
NESCAC opponents.
On Thursday March 26, Jean

Gulliver ’10 helped lead the team
to its only success of the day after
she and teammate Meg Anderson
’12 overtook a Bowdoin duo 8-6 in
number-three doubles.
In number-six singles, Gulliver
played three tough sets against
her Polar Bear opponent. After

Carolax
MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

She is athletic and
attractive, smart and fun¬
ny. She hangs out with
the guys. She watches basketball on
television. She has a twin brother and
a British father. She plays video games
with her male roommates. She is a loyal
friend, a loving daughter and an annoy¬
ing sister. Someday she wants a family.
No, this is not a description of my
ideal woman (it’s pretty close), nor is it
the most appealing profile I could find
on eHarmony.com. The young woman
described in the paragraph above is a
real person. What is more, she is a cur¬
rent Bates student, circulating innocu¬
ously among us like a Wonka Bar with
a Golden Ticket inside.
Caroline Thomas is a senior co¬
captain on the women’s lacrosse
team. Through eight games this Sea¬
son, she has scored 30 goals on 60
shots to go along with 5 assists and a
shooting percentage of .500. She has
totaled 35 points and 2 of her goals
have been game-winners. She has ac¬
counted for 31 percent of the team’s
total offense.
One cannot blame oneself for sur¬
mising that Thomas is the Bates wom¬
en’s lacrosse team.
“To a certain extent how Caroline
plays affects how we play,” said Head
Coach Brett Allen. “If she is playing
well, that gives everybody confidence.
We’re like ‘Oh Caroline is doing great
today. We’re going to be fine.’ If she
struggles a little bit - and it hasn’t hap¬
pened a lot this year - maybe we are
a little more doubtful of our chances
to succeed.”
Every transcendent athlete has a
driving force behind his or her play. Mi¬

chael Jordon wanted to be the best there
ever was. Lance Armstrong wanted to
return from the brink. Jackie Robinson
wanted to prove that he belonged. For
Thomas, her motivation is and always
has been her family.
In November of 2007, Thomas’
mother died after complications arose
during surgery to remove a tumor from
her brain. Thomas’ mother was funny.
She was beautiful. She sold real estate.
She made certain that her kids excelled
in school. In a family of jocks, she
was “the most feminine girly-girl you
could imagine.” But most of all, Bonnie
Thomas was a great mom and at the
age of 53, she was dead.
“I think in some ways it probably
benefited my lacrosse season last year,”
said Thomas. “I lost my mother while I
was abroad and I came back to school
and none of my friends were on cam¬
pus. They were all abroad. Lacrosse
was sort of like a place where I got to
do something that I enjoyed, that I was
successful at and it was a confidence
booster. That was sort of what I was
able to focus on. Lacrosse helped me
get myself away from the sadness that
was losing my mom.”
While family has certainly become
paramount following the passing of her
mother, it has always played a signifi¬
cant role in Thomas’ life. Thomas has
two brothers, one older, living in D.C.,
the other her twin, attending Tulane
University in New Orleans, LA. Her fa¬
ther, David Thomas, is a native of the
United Kingdom (U.K.) and has played
an instrumental role in Caroline’s per¬
sonal development.
“I think if I marry a man half as
good as my dad I will have done well,”
said Caroline.
The Thomas family lived in the U.K.
for the first seven years of Caroline’s
life, contributing greatly to her empha¬
sis on kin.
See “A GOOD EGG,” page 14

the first set, she trailed 6-4. Gul¬
liver managed to win five straight
games in a row to take the second
set, after being down 5-2. This
led Gulliver and her opponent to
a tiebreaker. Gulliver won 10-8.
The Polar Bears ran away with
the match 7-2. They are currently

ranked 12th in the country.
On Saturday, the Bobcats suf¬
fered a more devastating loss to
Tufts, falling to the 12th-ranked
team in the nation, 9-0. The Bob¬
cats won only one set. This came
in number-four singles as Brooke
Morse-Karzen T2 took the second

set from her Jumbo opponent 6-0.
She ultimately lost 6-1, 0-6, 6-2. She
was the only Bobcat to make it to
a third set. Anderson also played
tough but lost 6-4, 6-2.
The Bobcats look to bounce
back against conference-rival Am¬
herst on Saturday.

Baseball Takes One of Three from Jumbos
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The baseball team came away
1-2 after a three-game series against
NESCAC-rival Tufts University. The
Bobcats won the final game of the
series, improving their overall
re¬
cord to 3-9.
In the first game, the Bobcats of¬
fense struggled against Tufts pitcher
Pat O’Donnell ’ll. O’Donnell pitched
nearly the whole game for the Jum¬
bos, striking out 13 batters, allowing
no walks and just 1 run in eight in¬
nings. Bates got on the board first in
the third inning when sophomore Luke
Wamboldt scored on sophomore Pat
Murphy’s single.
Down 5-1 in the seventh inning,
the Bobcats loaded the bases but were
unable to score any runs as Murphy
grounded out to end the inning.
Tufts rallied for 4 more runs in the
eighth and won by a final score of 9-1The following day, in the first of two

seven-inning games, Bates again strug¬
gled to find some offense. Down 2-0 in
the fifth inning, Bates cut the deficit in
half when sophomore Chris Burke, who
went 3/4 in the game, drove home junior
Tom Beaton with a double. Bates could
not muster any more offense and fell by
a final score of 3-1.
In the second half of the doubleheader, the Bobcat offense finally broke
through. The Bobcats led 3-0 after two
innings and pounded Tufts’ pitching
staff for 7 more runs in the third. Firstyear Mike Ciummei scored two runners
with a double, while sophomore Noah
Burke added an RBI-single. Tufts com¬
mitted 3 errors in the inning.
Bates sophomore pitcher Ryan
Heide got the win, striking out 6 bat¬
ters and allowing just 1 walk and 1
earned run in six innings of play. Bates.
won by a final score of 14-6.
The team will put the two loses be¬
hind them and refocus on the positive
end of the three-game road trip.
“The last game of the series is the

real indicator of what we’re capable of
doing. We put the pressure on them
early and didn’t let up,” said senior
Captain Ben Shwartz in an e-mail.
“I don’t think anyone is satisfied
with our record, but I know we are
pleased with the intensity and effort
we have played with in each game,”
wrote Murphy in an e-mail. “Every¬
one is confident in our abilities and
we know we will only get better with
time.”
“We have all the pieces to be a
good team,” said Burke. “We have
gotten good pitching performances,
played good defense and hit the ball
well, but a lot of times they have not
been in the same games. We need to
improve on our consistency to reach
the next level.”
Bates plays its first home game of
the season on March 31 against Husson Cpllege and UMaine-Farmington
the next day before facing Colby over
the weekend.

An Abuse of Authority
HARRY POOLE
ASSISTANT SPORTS

ED|T°R
Ryan Moats’ life as a
professional athlete land¬
ed in the spotlight for the
first time last week. Unfortunately, the
story had nothing to do with his football
career as a four-year veteran of the Phila¬
delphia Eagles and Houston Texans. He
was the victim of an unnecessary and dis¬
comforting interaction with a Plano, Texas
police officer last Thursday.
Moats’ mother-in-law was minutes
from her death as he raced to the hospital
with his wife and other relatives. What did
he do that prompted Dallas police officer
Robert Powell to pull his gun, shout or-

ders and keep Moats’ family within the
vicinity of the vehicle? He rolled through
a red light after verifying that no other ve¬
hicles were present in the intersection.
By law this is a traffic violation, but
given the importance of the moment, it is
as unnecessary as getting a ticket for jay¬
walking when no cars ate coming.
Powell could have easily listened and
assisted the family when Tamishia Moats
explained that her mother Jonetta Collinsworth was on her deathbed in the
hospital. It would have been the humane
thing to do, but his reaction was egotis¬
tical and heartless. It was embarrassing
for himself, his family and his police de¬
partment. Most of all, it made me won¬
der how many times someone took his
lunch money and tied his whitey tighties
to the flagpole throughout elementary
and middle school.

Instead of calming down and talk¬
ing .to Moats, Powell treated him about
as poorly as a human can be treated. He
disrespected the man’s family and threat¬
ened him multiple times. Moats yelled to
be let go because of the severity of the
situation, but Powell ignored the request.
Moats informed Powell a second time that
Collinsworth was in the process of dying.
Moats then asked the officer what part of
the previous sentence did he fail to un¬
derstand. Powell’s reaction? “Shut your
mouth. You can either settle down and
cooperate, or I can just take you to jail for
running a red light.”
I understand why Powell first pulled
the Moats family over. If I were a police
officer and saw someone go through a
red light, I would probably do the same.
See MOATS, page 14

